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Zaire 


Premier Lukoji Discusses National Conference 


LDO108034291 Kinshasa Zaire OZRT Television 
Network in French 1936 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Interview with Prime Minister Mulumba Lukoy: by 
Landoul Salakasa, Azap chairman and managing 
director, place and date not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Salakasa] Mr. Prime Minister, | am honored 
to greet you on behalf of the viewers and the listeners of 
Tele-Zaire and La Voix du Zaire, and to thank you for 
having kindly accepted to talk with us this evening. | 
naturally offer you all my respects. First of all, Mr. Prime 
Minister, | would like to know how you are, morally and 
physically, after the uproar that was recorded [words 
indistinct] a few days ago. This uproar seems to have 
somehow shaken you? 


{Lukoyi] | think I am very well morally and physically. | 
am in good health. Regarding what happened last week. 
I think I had the opportunity to explain it during the 
interview I gave to you on (?television) following the 
audience kindly accorded to me by the president of the 
Republic. I think that this is one of those things that 
happens normally in politics. I had tried to help the 
president to achieve a political initiative that he consid- 
ered as appropriate in view of the current situation. As I 
have indicated since I took over to form the government, 
I favor the political opening. For me, it is an initiative 
aimed at political opening, and on this account, I cannot 
allow myself to be an obstacle to national reconciliation. 
Today, I think that I accepted to be in charge of the 
mandate again because, within the framework of the 
mission the government fixed for itself, and within the 
framework of the program it submitted to the parlia- 
ment, there is a very important political objective: to 
lead the Zairean people to the conference, that is to say: 
favoring on the one hand the broadest political opening, 
favoring on the other hand national reconciliation, and 
favoring national reconstruction after the transparent, 
loyal, and constructive debate which we will have within 
the framework of the national conference. This should 
take place with discipline and in respect of the country’s 
laws, in other words, the respect of legality, in other 
words the legal order in which the government hopes the 
national conference will take place. 


{Salakasa] Mr. Prime Minister, you are a quiet man and 
naturally optimistic. Do you maintain the same optimistic 
attitude now that many things are taking place in the 
Zairean political arena, at a time when the political climate 
seems to be as gloomy as the season itself? Do you have the 
same kind of optimism on the eve of the very proceedings of 
this national conference, and if so why? 


{Lukojyi] I think that the national conference was 
requested by the people of Zaire. The president has 
accepted the request of the population and called for the 
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convening of the national conterence. | remain opt- 
mistic because | am confident in the people of Zaire 
This people requested the national conference because it 
considers that in every human lite, and in every nation’s 
life, 11 18 MeCessary lo assess the situation al a certain time 
to draw iessons trom the past, make resolutions for the 
future, thus avoiding to make the same mistakes of the 
past. The people of Zaire accepted the national confer- 
ence, as well as the president's call tor the convening of 
the conference. As we have requested on the level of the 
preparatory committee of the national conference, and 
as the president has insisted in his address to the nation 
on 30 June, this people has started praying so that the 
national conference takes place in apprupriate, positive. 
and constructive conditions. | think that out of its 
responsible behavior, we will be able to reach a national 
conference which can really reconcile all the Zairean 
nation 


In this context, | think we should also listen to the 
responsible attitudes of the delegates. Thus, | think that 
certain incitements which were made yesterday during a 
rally that the government authorized, because of 
freedom of speech, freedom of association, these rallies 
have been legally authorized, but | believe that the 
incitements to violence which were made are in contra- 
diction with the rule of law, that is the reign of legality 
which we want to establish throughout the whole process 
of democratization. I think that the delegates who will 
come should remain responsible, that 1s to conform with 
the desires of the Zairean population which wants 
change 1n peace, a peaceful change in such a way that we 
can build our country with discipline and within legality 
Because, in fact, what 1s the national conference? 


We had the roundtable in the past. Delegates of the 
political parties went there to negotiate with the colonial 
power. The results were implemented all over the terri- 
tory. We had the Luabo commission which gave us the 
Constitution of 1964. We had the same national dialogue 
and things had always proceeded peacefully and within 
legality; the same thing for the Constitution of 1967. And 
most of the leaders of parties gathered in the Sacred 
Union [seven party coalition] who met yesterday, all 
these cadres had contributed to the drafting of these 
constitutions, whether in 1964 or in 1967. All were 
members of the MPR [Popular Movement of the Revo- 
lution}. All have contributed to the situation we are 
living in today. 


As I said to the parliament, it was a collective responsi- 
bility of all, of various degrees without doubt, but it 1s 
normal because a nation is like a family, when there is a 
collective responsibility, one tries to avoid mistakes in 
the future. In this context, | consider—and this is the 
wish of our people I think—-the national conference not 
as a tribunal, a venue for settling scores, a venue where 
one seeks to be the victor. There will be neither a victor 
nor a vanquished at the national conference. 


tt 


| invite the to follow the exam 


delegates at the preparatory commission. Al the prepa 
ratory commission of the national conterence ‘ 


Geiegates 


worked and we adopted consensus as the 
think this 1s what we should look tor in the nationa 
conference: We should avoid being intolerant, we should 
avoid insults, we should avoid humiliating each other 
because | think 1f we want to be respected in the world 
if one day we want to lead the Zairean peopie, we snoula 
be worthy of this people. we should be, if you like, the 
messengers of peace, the messengers of change, bul a 
peacetul change and not a change to crush the 
crush and humiliate the population 


Te 
, 
f 


[Salakasa] Prime Minister, | have the impression trom 
listening to you that you are adopting a discourse which 
seems to be outdated by current events, by reality. There 
are certain conditions for example which emerged yes- 
terday from the meeting of the Sacred Union. If these 
conditions are not met by you as the government, will 
you take the heavy responsibility of holding the national! 
conference even without the representatives of the 
Sacred Union, taking into account—and it counts—a 
certain national opinion and even international opinion 
God knows if for the moment, if the international 
opinion can have a certain weight” 


[Lukopi] I think that the right to participate in the 
conference 1s recognized for any citizen of this country 
| said it here in my news conference a few weeks ago. | 
repeated it during my news conference in Brussels. | 
think any citizen of Zaire who considers himself respon- 
sible before the nation should take part in the national 
conference if he was invited or if he was legally recog- 
nized as a leader of a political party or as a leader of a 
professional and social organization 


The refusal to participate is also a right, however, I think 
that the level of the national crisis we have reached today 
requires imperatively from each of us to adopt an adult 
attitude and not to run away from discussions, from 
national dialogue, to come and to confront the others, to 
participate in the deliberation of all of us to encourage 
reconciliation at the national level. As a government, we 
should answer the request of our people which has asked 
for the national conference. We have organized ourselves 
to implement this popular wish. If there are parties 
which refuse to take part, that 1s their mght, as we should 
continue 


If some try by every means to make our task difficult, to 
spoil the conference, to incite rebellion, | think we have 
In Our constitution a set of clauses which should allow 
the government to deal with the situation in an appro- 
priate way and we will carry on with our duty in the 
interest of our nation, in the interest of our people 
Because | think as long as | am prime minister I cannot 
allow—in the interest of our people—that we finish the 
year in an institutional void, in a juridical vacuum 
Because | think if we want to put the economy of our 
country on its feet again, if we want to find solutions to 
the social problems of our population, we should meet at 
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the national conference, settle political problems, give 
ine nation stable political institutions and begin to 
execute systematically the program of economic 
recovery that we proposed to the parliament. [passage 


omitted | 


(Salakasa}] Mr. Prime Minister, if beyond the political 
deadlock controntation 1s reached, does your govern- 
ment consider itself ready to shoulder all responsibility 
and all consequences of such a confrontation” 


{Lukoy:] You know Landoul that I agreed to resume my 
tunctions as prime minister. I think that | did in a 
responsible way, and I think I consider that we cannot 
allow ourselves to fail today. We cannot allow ourselves 
to run an ambiguous situation. The Zairean Constitution 
iS Sull in force. It contains provisions which enable us to 
face up to any situation that might occur 


(Salakasa] So whatever happens and whatever the cost. 
the national conference will take place? 


[Lukoy:} Yes, indeed. 


{Salakasa] Mr. Prime Minister, this national conference 
iS tO Start with a serious economic crisis in the back- 
ground, people are already wondering whether they are 
to go the People’s Palace on foot. Moreover, people 
admit that the political benefit is inevitable at the end of 
this national conference, but they are wondering whether 
the funds to be spent for the material organization of this 
national conference are not going to aggravate, at the end 
of the day, the economic situation experienced by the 
most destitute masses of our people. Finally, there 1s a 
kind of worry, a political benefit, but on the economic 
level there 1s a kind of a catastrophe which 1s declaring 
itself in the short run so to speak. 


{Lukoy:] I think that the delegates will be able to go to the 
national conference by car at least. 


[Salakasa} They will need gasoline, they will need gaso- 
line 


{Lukoji] They will need gasoline, that 1s true, but as was 
indicated by the government last Saturday, there is a 
problem of deliy in the supply, 1.e., the transport of o1! 
products. The information I have since yesterday indi- 
cates that, in principle, instead of having a supply which 
would meet only 50 percent of the needs of the town, we 
will certainly reach 60 to 70 percent, and after tomorrow 
we will be beyond 80 percent. Therefore, I think that 
within the next 48 hours, the situation should become 
entirely normal, and I consider that those who continue 
to horde products should avoid continuing this practice, 
because we know the various incidents and accidents 
that took place in the past due to this practice. 


Regarding the budget of the national conference, it is 
expected that the conference will last normally, there- 
fore, 1t will end in one month. Out of caution, however. 
we deemed it necessary to anticipate certain possibilities 
so that we will not be short of money should we prolong 
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it. The wall of the government 1s that the conference does 
not last more than one month maximum, because we 
believe that 


[Salakasa. interrupting] You are optimistic there Mr 
Prime Munuster. 


{[Lukoy:] We are going to try, with our _.tions and our 
deliberations regarding the delegates, to have them dis- 
cuss in a responsible way and to be able to submit rapidly 
their solutions for the welfare of our population. If we 
are to exceed one month, weil, we have anticipated this 
within the framework of the revised budget that the 
parliament adopted. On the other hand, one might say 
that these amounts are enormous, but I consider that 
when it 1s a question of discussing the future of a nation. 
to assess OUr Management over a period of more than 30 
years, what we can spend now might look enormous, but 
the result which will be reached at this conference. 
especially if we can ensure the stability of our country, 
the national unity, and if we can set up an economic 
program which will benefit from the support of the entire 
the population, thus guaranteeing its implementation 
and its success. then all this 1s more important than all 
that we can spend today in terms of budget credits 
devoted to the national conference. 


(Salakasa] Mr. Prime Minister, you have said that you 
took a number of measures so that the state does not 
cease to function and that on the level of the state 
secretariats and public services life continues and the 
running of the state 1s ensured. It becomes difficult, 
however, to understand you here, Mr. Prime Minister. 
because, after all, the interest raised by this national 
conterence will make the majority, even among the 
workers, stay at home to follow it live on radio and 
television. Finally, whether we like it or not, the eco- 
nomic activity 1s going to stop somewhere. Have some 
measures been taken so that, all the same, a certain 
rehabilitation of some big production units does not 
sufter from this stoppage which will happen whether we 
like or not? 


{[Lukon] I think that we actually took measures to 
guarantee the continuation of the action of the state, the 
continuation of the economic activity. In fact, you might 
have noticed that I managed to hold at the beginning of 
this week a number of meetings that I was to have last 
week with the economic operators. [passage omitted] 


We believe that this kind of dialogue must continue with 
our national and foreign partners who are here, and with 
our external partners with whom we are holding discus- 
sions to finalize some financial programs and a:range- 
ments. I think, therefore, that we are going to continue 
the action of the state. But as far as the workers are 
concerned, we took measures so that the conference 
begins everyday at 1400 and ends roundabout 2100, so 
that the normal economic activity 1s achieved during the 
first part of the day at least. The national conference was 
demanded by our people, but the people are not going to 
eat the national conference. So, we have guaranteed, at 
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the state level. the services and the goods which are 
indispensable tor the survival of the nation and the 
continuation of the action of the state 


{Salakasa] Prime Minister Mulumba would leave the 
prime ministership after the national conterence. He will 
obviousls leave the coffers more or less empty Will the 
government which will succeed Mulumba Lukoj: have 
the means to shoulder the responsibility of some eco- 
nomic decisions which would emanate from the national 
conference in the short run. What do vou think of all 
this” 


[Lukoyi] I think that as a responsible government we 
must now take and consider the national conference as a 
political fact. as a step. but a step which 1s inscribed in a 
general context which consists essentially of the setting 
up of a group of measures which are integrated into a 
general economic and financial program. Remember 
that in the program submitted to the parliament, I had 
spoken of a short term program. We have now been in 
power tor four months, and this short term program 1s 
still being implemented. I had talked to you about the 
financial initiatives that | had undertaken when I was in 
Brussels, and which were to be finalized last week. Now. 
their finalizing has been postponed, but we are already 
holding talks with some delegations which came at the 
beginning of this week to see the conditions for the 
finalizing of these financial arrangements 


What are we seeking’ We intend to continue the prepa- 
ration of an economic framework which, once the con- 
ference is over, will be put together with all the measures 
which will be taken on the political level to set a general 
program which we will be able to submit to the nation as 
a program of action for the third republic. Th:s presup- 
poses that, at least on the economic level, we will 
improve the upkeep of the Zaire currency. This 1s an 
objective we have fixed for ourselves which we must 
absolutely reach. We also must exercise a control of the 
prices, of the evolution of prices, which makes possible. 
all the same. an improvement of the purchasing power of 
the population. All this before the end of this very short 
term program which will last until the end of this year. 
[passage omitted] 


[Salakasa] We are nearing the national conference and 
some candidacies are destined for the post of prime 
minister. Will you consider being a candidate Mr. Prime 
Minister, or rather Professor Mulumba Lukoy1? 


[Lukoy:] Well, at my news conference here in Kinshasa, I 
was asked whether I could accept another mandate of 
prime minister. This will depend on the conditons and 
will also depend on the context in which we will find 
ourselves then, and this will depend 1n particular on the 
various moral and spiritual values which those who 
submit this program to me will be trying to implement 
during this period. 


[Salakasa] Mr. Prime Minister, to conclude | would like 
to ask you a question stll related to the subject of the 
national conference, in connection with the material 
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organization. As from today, 31 July, the aspect of 
admiunstrative formalities 1s beginning to be undertakea 
Are you sure that, before the aciual beginning of the 
proceedings next Wednesday, you have shouldered al! 
your responsibilities on the level of the material organ- 
zation”? Are you absolutely ready? 


{Lukoji] Regarding the material organization, we have 
organized ourselves in a way that the deputy prime 
minister in charge of the institutional reforms and the 


deputy prime minister in charge of the admynistration of 


the territory and decentralization can ensure the organi- 
zation, the preparation, and the logistic organization of 
the convening of the national conference. I think that the 
agenda that was given to you yesterday, which starts 
today until next Tuesday, shows that we are ready for 
that. It is an obligation for us, which 1s imposed by our 
poeple, to prepare in an appropriate way the convening 
of the national conference. I think that the deputy prime 
ministers can give you more details if you want to 
(follow) our way of organizing ourselves so that the 
national conference 1s held in the best conditions. [pas- 
Sage Omitted] 
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Opening of National Conference Set for 5 Aug 


433107125091 Mbuji-Mavyi Voix du Zaire 
in French 0430 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] The opening of the national conference will take 
place on 5 August, instead of on 31 July. The delegates 
can travel there on 4 August 


{Paris AFP in English at 0852 GMT on 31 July reports in 
a Kinshasa-datelined em, “Zairian political parties 
were on V/ednesday [31 July] to start registering to take 
part in a national conference on August 7 to decide th 
country’s constitutional future. Registration follows a 
five-hour rally by tens of thousands of opposition mili- 
tants in Kinshasa’s biggest stadium on Tuesday, domi- 
nated by calls for the immediate departure of President 
Mobutu Sese Seko, who has ruled Zaire since 1965. The 
80,000-seat stadium was packed to overflowing by mem- 
bers of the 150 parties which make up the main opposi- 
tion ‘Sacred Union.” The commission charged with pre- 
paring the conterence on Wednesday next week warned 
that ‘only people who have registered will have access to 
the conference’ which will be held in the people’s palace 
in the capital.”’] 
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* Zanzibar Minister Presents Budget Proposals 


* Civil Servants Incentives 


9J]AF1273A Der es Salaam DAILY NEWS in Enelish 
5S Jun 91 pl 


{Article by Abdallah Yakuti; monetary units as pub- 
lished] 


[Text] The Zanzibar Government has raised the min- 
imum wage by 37.5 pervent pushing it to 3,460/- 


In addition to the wage increase, Finance Minister 
Amina Salum Ali un-eiled a package of incentives for 
civil servants here, including transport allowance and 
special professional allowances for medical and teaching 
cadre. 


The minister made the announcement when tabling 
before the House of Representatives here yesterday 
Government budget proposals for 1991/92 financial 
year. 


Without stating when the wage increase and the allow- 
ances would take effect, Ndugu Amina said workers will 
also be entitled to transport allowance of 300/- a month. 


Medical staff will draw additional allowances for 
housing, night duty, responsibility and professional! 
allowances. They will also be paid for carrying out 
post-mortems. Teachers will be paid housing and 
teaching allowances. 


The minister proposed a 1991/92 Government budget 
totalling 19,373,455.849/- of which recurrent expendi- 
ture is projected at 7,363m/- and capital expenditure will 
be 12,009.9m/-. 


Revenue collection is envisaged to reach 7,363m/- 
during the year under review. The budget has a deficit of 
|.4bn/- which, Ndugu Amina said, will be covered by 
grants and credits from local and external sources. 


She told the House that the Government was considering 
to loan motor vehicles to senior officials. Officers who 
will import vehicles will pay a mere 5 percent import 
duty. Such duty has been waived for doctors who import 
cars. 


The Government, however, has raised airport charge tax 
to 800/- from 500/- and that foreigners including diplo- 
mats living in the Isles will now pay 100,000/- per year as 
resident tax. 


Others listed as foreigners are UN agencies staff, for- 
eigners holding work permits and refugees. They will pay 
same amount of resident tax. 


To attract more customers for the Zanzibar Insurance 
Company, the minister said the Government had waived 
tax On insurance premiums and that Union Government 
financial institutions operating in Zanzibar will no 
longer pay financial institutions levy, but will be 
required to increase lending levels for enterprises here. 
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* Tax Waiver for Construction 


91 4F12°3B Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in Enelish 
S Jun 91 pl 


{Text} The Zanzibar Government will waive customs 
duty and sales tax on construction material for pecple 
who plan to build modesn office blocks, warehouses and 
shops for renting purposes. 


“The Government foresees a high demand for these 
facilities in the near future when Zanzibar will become a 
free port area,” Finance Minister Amina Salum Ali said 
in her budget speech here yesterday. 


She said the Governmen: was determined to make 
Zanzibar a trade center for East and Central Africa. As 
such, efforts must be made to put in place all the needed 
infrastructure for businessmen expected to flock to the 
Isles. 


She said the proposed off-shore banking facilities and the 
curving of export processing zones will require modern 
buildings and warehouses to operate from—facilities 
which are lacking at the moment 


The minister told the Representatives that while the 
Government will take care of the building of electricity, 
water and telecommunication facilities, Zanzibaris at 
home and abroad and foreigners should go into real 
estate business. 


She said the Government was planning an investment 
promotion center to attract more private investments in 
the Isles. At the moment, the Government ts reviewing 
the 1986 private investment proiection code to offer 
more incentives to investors. 


The incentives include tax relief on imported technology 
and reasonable levels of dividends to be repatriated by 
investors. 


The minister revealed more plans by the Government to 
draw a new sales tax schedule to be applicable here, 
replacing the one by the Union Government which also 
applies in the Isles. 


Similarly, the Government is to adjust levy levels 
charged on various services here with the aim of boosting 
Government revenue. 


Meanwhile, Zanzibar may liberalize marketing and 
export of copra under a renewed drive to promote 
exports and increased local production of the crop which 
until recently was the second foreign exchange earner 
after cloves. 


Outlining measures aimed at rejuvenating Zanzibar's 
economy, Isles Finance Minister Ndugu Amina Salum 
Ali told the House of Representatives yesterday that by 
decontrolling the crop, peasants would benefit from 
higher prices and, therefore, stimulate increased coconut 
production. 


She said in her budget speech that the combination of 
diseasc and old age by trees had led to a slump in 
production of coconuts, forcing the Government to 
enforce a ban on the export of the crop 


* Party Leaders Can Conduct Profit Activity 


¥14F12°6B Harare SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
ECC OMIST in English Apr/May 91 pp 23, 26 


[Text] Leaders and members of Tanzania's ruling party 
have been told that they can now own companies or 
acquire shares and other capitalist benefits. But advo- 
cates of multi-party democracy are not happy with this 
new development. 


Tanzania's sole party, the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduz1 
(CCM) [Revolutionary Party], 1s now opening up all 
channels and tunnels which have hitherto been shut in a 
move which advocates of a multi-party state claim to be 
an attempt to pre-empt their platform. 


In February its executive committee announced, out of 
the blue, that CCM members and “leaders”, which 
means everybody in a leading position in the govern- 
ment, could acquire shares in public and private compa- 
nies, rent out their houses, become directors in private 
companies and draw more than one salary. 


The announcement now dubbed “the Zanzibar Declara- 
tion” is a major, if not violent, departure from the 
Arusha Declaration, Tanzania's blueprint for its Ujamaa 
(Socialism) ar 1 Self-reliance. Under the Arusha Decla- 
ration, party members and leaders could neither rent out 
their houses, nor accept directorships in private compa- 
nies, nor acquire shares in any company or draw more 
than one salary. 


That was why in the wake of the Arusha Declaration in 
1967, some leaders sold their houses and others gave up 
businesses while the government nationalized residential 
houses, banks, insurance companies and industries. 


As the economic noose tightened however, several 
leaders in high positions began to dabble in income 
generating activities, including those prohibited by the 
Arusha Declaration, registering them under proxies. The 
party and government would have needed exceptional 
blindness not to see this. 


While the Arusha Declaration was an anachronism 
which had overstayed its time, considering the obvious 
involvement in business of almost all CCM members in 
high government and party positions, the “Zanzibar 
Declaration” was for that very reason not welcomed by 
the general public which saw this relaxation of the 
leadership code as an attempt to legalize the leaders’ 
transgressions. The common man could hardly afford his 
daily bread. let alone money with which to buy shares, 
they said. 


The president, Mr Ali Hassan Mwiny: moved to diffuse 
the situation. He told the nation that the review of the 
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leadership code had been done to consolidate socialism 
and self-reliance, that the Arusha Declaration had not 
been retracted and, come what may. Ujamaa was there 
to stay. The new secretary general of the party, Mr 
Horace Kolimba, and the veritable Mr Rashid: Kawawa., 
the vice chairman, took to the streets of Dar es Salaam 
and to the country, to re-echo Mr Mwiny1's message that 
Ljyamaa was still al:ve and kicking 


Those who maintain that CCM’s reforms are aimed at 
pre-emptying the advocates of political pluralism point 
to the unstructured and haphazard manner in which 
these reforms are being implemented. They say the 
reforms are silent about rehabilitating the many people 
who were humiliated—Chinese culture revolution 
style—for being “capitalists” in the past. Will their 
property be restored to them or will the authorities 
simply draw a veil across this sordid period” 


They accuse the government of hypocrisy in refusing to 
accept that through the recent changes it has in fact 
ditched socialism and Ujamaa and embraced capitalism 
But capitalism requires a whole range of institutions to 
be created and because 11 does not want to openly admit 
the new situation it 1s unable to establish these openly. It 
iS NOt enough to proclaim capitalist reforms: the institu- 
tions to carry them out must be created. So far the only 
institution created 1s the recently established Investment 
Promotion Center which, they say, cannot be effective 
by itself. 


Addressing a press conference in Kampala last February, 
President Mwinyi had an answer to these critics. He said 
private banks would be allowed to operate. The critics 
concede that for a country in which all financial institu- 
tions, and not just the Central Bank, are state-owned and 
in shambles, this would be a major step. But they wonder 
if it will see the light of day. 


At present there is talk, just talk, of allowing foreign 
investors to buy shares or offer management services in 
the large and collapsing nationalized firms. But there is 
no decision. There is no decision even about taking 
advantage of the unscrambling of the parastatals—if 
even it comes 'o that—to localize the economy through 
venture capital companies in which nationals will have a 
stake. 


Another area of concern is the informal sector which ts 
proliferating in urban centers especially after the trade 
liberalization policy. Critics would like to see a clearer 
policy on its promotion emerge, including giving it 
access to credit and the other supportive services it 
seriously needs. 


Those who fear that Mr Mwinyi may have stolen the 
thunder by his recent “Zanzibar Declaration” accept it 
nonetheless as a significant development. But they want 
him to come out of hiding. to stop shadow boxing with 
capitalism and move ahead with setting up the capitalist 
institutions and structures without which his new liberal 
economic policies are unlikely to succeed. 


FBIS-AFR-91-148 
1 August 1991 


ANC Reiterates Call for Interim Government 


49B0108113291 Johanneshbure SAPA in Enelish 
1120 GMT 1 Aue Yl 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug !| SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Thursday [1 August] reit- 
erated its call for an interim government. ANC informa- 
tion chief Dr. Pallo ordan, at a press conference in 
Johannesburg, was voicing the ANC national executive 
council’s [NEC] response to State President F.W. de 
Klerk’s statement on Tuesday about the slush fund 
scandal 


“In view of the crisis we are prepared to engage in 
consultation (with ANC branches and political organisa- 
tions) in order to speed up this process. We invite De 
Klerk to join this endeavour. Any delay would leave the 
cancer of violence to fester. The future of the country 1s 
at Stake.” 


At a meeting of the NEC which continued late into 
Wednesday night. the ANC said Mr. de Klerk on 
Tuesday failed to mse to the occasion. “Instead of 
answering to central issues, he chose to cloud them. The 
country 1s in an impasse because the National Party [NP] 
is the government of the day.” 


Mr. de Klerk’s call for an advisory omprised of mem- 
bers [as received] of the business community was a face 
Saving measure to preserve the power of the NP. “We 
issue an urgent plea to the business sector not to be 
drawn into it.” 


The National Party's failure to tell the truth over the past 
10 days completely ruled out its suitability to be both 
player and referee. By keeping Mr. Adriaan Viok and 
Gen. Magnus Malan in the government, Mr. de Klerk 
had seriously underestimated the depth of anger against 
the two cabinet ministers. 


Further on Conference Demand 


MBO0108121491 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 1 Aug 9! 


[Text] The ANC has once again called for an interim 
government. That call is contained in the ANC’s official 
response to President F.W. de Klerk’s announcement of 
his position on covert funding. As John Matham reports, 
the ANC says an all-party conference must be called to 
discuss transitional arrangements: 


[Matham] The ANC says it has always been committed 
to an interim government reached after the holding of a 
patriotic front conference, but a statement read by 
National Working Committee member Pallo Jordan says 
that in the light of the present crisis, the ANC 1s prepared 
to speed up the process. Jordan has called on democratic 
organizations to join in the endeavor 


The ANC has issued a call to F.W. de Klerk’s govern- 
ment to join them in talks on a neutral and credible 
transitional arrangement. This position does not seem to 
be that far from De Klerk’s stance that a multiparty 
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conference should begin as soon 3s possible and that 
some form of acceptable siter.m arrangement could be 
the first item on the agenda of such a conference 


Democrats Reiterate Call for Interim Government 


WB3107094091 Umtata Capital Radw in English 
0800 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] The Democratic Party [DP] has once again called 
for an interim government following De Kierk’s speech 
DP member of Parliament for Mhianga Kobus Jordaan 
was speaking at an IDASA [Institute for a Democratx 
Alternative for South Afmca] function in Durban this 
morning. Craiz Dunen filed this report 


[Dunen] Speaxing in Durban, Jordaan said the crisis 
over secret funding makes it essential that a transitional 
government of national unity gets off the ground. Jor- 
daan says De klerk has not gone far enough in scrapping 
the funding of secret projects. He says the government 
and not all political parties, wall stsll decide what secret 
projects should be maintained in the country’s national! 
interest. This 1s unacceptable. and Jordaan says there 
will not be peace and stability during transition until the 
government 1s comprised of members of all political 
parties 


Jordaan described the cabinet shifting of Ministers 
Adnaan Viol and Magnus Malan as an extremely 
shrewd move and an example of compromise. He criti- 
cized De Klerk’s (notion) of a commission of inquiry 
into violence as not being representative of all South 
Africans and not having enough powers of investigation 


SOWETAN Publishes List of New Cabinet 


MB3107112791 Johanneshure SOWETAN in Enelish 
31 Jul 91 p 2 


[List of ministers in new cabinet: “F.W.'s New Team” ] 


[Text] This is the full list of the ministers in the new 
Cabinet 


| Department 
State President | Office of che State 
| President. National 
| Intelligence Service 


Mr FW. de Kierk 


SE 
——— ——— 


| Portfolio 


Minister of Foreign Foreign Affairs 


Affairs 


Dr G van M Vil- Minister of Constitu. 5 Constitutional 
yoen tional Development Development Ser- 


Ministers 


Mr RF Botha 


Geni MA deM 
Malan 


in a te 
Minister of Water Water Affairs and 
Affairs and Forestry | Forestry Housing 
Housing and Works and Works House « 
in the Ministers Assembly 
Council of the 

| House Assembly 


- 
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Department 


Minister for Eco- 
nomic ( o-ordination 
and Public Enter- 
prises 


Dr. Dawe de Vil- 
hers 


Office for Prnvatisa 
tion Transport 
Eskom [Electricity 
Supply 
Commission}, Com- 
petition Board (en- 
tral Economic Adv: 
sory Services 


Mr HJ (C oetsee Minister of Justice 
and ( hairman of the 


Justice Admunistra- 
von. House of 


Finance. SA [South 
African) Reserve 


Ministers’ Council of Assembly 
the House of 
Assemb!l,. 
Mr BJ du Plessis Minister of Finance 
Bank 


Minister of State 
Expenditure and for 
Regional! Develop- 


Mr Ami Venter 


State Expenditure 
Office for Regional 
Development. State 
Tender Board 


Manpower 


7 


ment 

Mr Eh Louw Minister of Man- 
power 

—_ -_—_- ——____—_—___—_+— 

Mr AJj Viok Minister of Correc- 


ronal Services and 
of the Budget in the 
Ministers’ Council of 
the House of 
Assembly 


Correctiona! Ser- 
vices, Budgetary and 
Ausihary Services 
House of Assembly 


a 


Minister of Home 
Affairs 


Mr Gene Louw 


Home Affairs. Cen- 
tral Statistical Ser- 
vice, Broadcasting 


| and Film Industry 


- t “T 
Mr. SJ. de Beer Minister of Educa- | Education and 
tion and Training | Training 
Mr GS. Bartlett Minister of Mineral | Mineral and Energy 
and Energy Affairs | Affairs 
Dr Al van Nockerk 


Minister of Agncul- 
ture and of Agricul- 
tural Development 
House of Assembly 


Agriculture, Agricul- 
tural Development, 
House of Assembly 


— — 


—————— —— 


Dr Rina Venter Minister of National 
Health and of Health 
Services and Welfare 
mn the Ministers’ 
Council on the 


House of Assembly 


National Health and 
Population Develop- 
| ment, Health Ser- 
vices and Welfare 
House of Assembly 


Mr HJ Knel Minister of Law and 
Order 


‘= 


| SA Police 


Mr Jacob de Villers Minister of Public 
Works and Land 
Affairs and of Devel- 
opment Aid 


—~>— 


Public Works and 
Land Affairs. Devel- 
opment Aid 


i 


Mr LA. Pienaar Minister of National 
Education and of 


+ 
| National Education 


| Environment Affairs 


Environment Affairs 
ain 


—————— — > 


Dr G Maravs Minister of Trade 
Industry and 


Tourism 


It rade and Industry 


| SA Tourism Board 


/ 


Dr PJ. Welgemoed Minister of Trans- 
port and of Posts 
and Telecommunica- 


tons 


| Transport Posi . and 
| Telecommunications 


> -? 


Department 


Minister of Defence SA Defence. SA 
Comiaunication Ser- 


and ( ommunica- 


Mr RP Meyer 


wWwons vice 

Mr L. Wessels Minister of Plan- Plan. ng. Provincial 
ning. Provinciai Affa_s and National 
Affairs and National Housing. Local Gov 
Housing and Local ernment House of 
Government in the Assembly 
Ministers’ Council in 
the House of 
Assembly 

- —_— — —-___-__ —— 
Mr P. Marais Minister for Admin- Commission for 


Administration and 
Culture. House of 
Assembly 


istration and of Edu- 
cation and ( ulture 
in the Monusters 

( owncil of the 
House of Assembly 


Viok ‘Looking Forward’ to New Ministerial Post 


4B 3007180091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1851 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Pretona July 30 SAPA—Demoted Cabinet Min- 
ister Adriaan Viok on Tuesday night said he was look:ng 
forward to the new challenges awaiting him as minister 
of correctional services. In a statement Mr Viok said 
South Africa had entered a new phase regarding the 
handling of prisoners. “We dare not allow our jails to 
become training grounds for criminals,” Mr Vlok said. 


He wished his successor, the new minister of law and 
order, Mr Hernus Kriel, “everything of the best”, and 
expressed his gratitude all members of the SAP [South 
African Police] “for the privilege of serving as the 
political head of the force for almost five years”. 


New Law, Order Minister Discusses Goals 


MB3107085291 London BBC World Service in English 
1S1S GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Interview with Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel by 
correspondent Chris Louw on the “Focus on Africa” 
program, place and date not given—recorded] 


[Text] The unknown Hernus Kriel who takes over the 
Law and Order Ministry responsible for the police will 
have to deal with a force still [word indistinct] from the 
blows of the Inkatha funding revelations. On the line, 
Chris Louw asked Hernus Kriel what his first priority 
would be as police minister: 


[Begin recording] [Kriel] I think the first thing that we 
will have to do is fo promote a police force that will at all 
times act in an unbiased way toward each and every 
citizen of our country, to each and every political 
grouping, or any other organizations in our country. | 
think that 1s very very important, that we establish the 
credibility of the police force. 
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[Louw] Which by »mplication you suggest had not been 
the case, at least in the recent past. 


[Kriel] Weil, I put 1 to you this way: With this, which is 
comrioniy known as inkathagate, it obviously that [as 
heard] the police force did take a knock, and we will have 
to rectify that siteation. 


[Louw] How much camage has this affair done to the 
government and to the police force” 


[Knel] Obviously 1 [words indistinct] but I think 11 1s a 
bit unfair in the light of exactly all the charges brought 
about by this government that something like this should 
now cast a shadow on everything that we have done. | do 
not think that 1s fair. 


[Louw] Do you feel then that you can go forward as a 
government in the negotiations with the ANC [African 
National Congress] with this matter now beb:ad you” 

{[Krelj] | have got no Coubt abou’ xx ever. 


» do ou think. that 
Jeiermined 


[Louw] What are the major mis 
have been made in the past whi 
will not be made in the fuiure? 


[Kriel] I don’t want to pass comment on mistakes that 
prevailed in the past, if any. That was under the [word 
indistinct] dispensation. It was decisions that was taken 
by colleagues of mine. I do not want to comment on that. 
But what I would like to do 1s... [changes thought} I have 
already stated that to you—that I would strive for a 
stronger and a more effective police force than they are 
at the moment. 


[Louw] You think that it needs to be stronger’ 


[Kriel] Undoubtedly so. You see, we are in a period of 
change in our country—of political change, of constitu- 
tional change. History has taught us that whenever 
something like that happens in a country, it always 1s 
accompanied by some sort of instability. Now, that 
instability is not promoting the whole constitutional 
process. In other words, the »olice has got a very, very 
important part to play in maintaining law and order and 
establishing a climate of peace in this country so that that 
climate can further the whole negotiating process. 


[Louw] Is one of your problems going to be reestab- 
lishing trust in the police force from all parts of the 
community [words indistinct] large reservoir of trust 
toward the police force and we will have to build on that 
and make them even more credible than they are at the 
moment. [end recording] 
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Minister's Career Reviewed 


MB3107102591 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
31 Jul 91 pl 


[Article by Peter Fabricius: “Can Knel Keep Cool in Hot 
Seat?”’] 


[Text] Hernus Kriel has risen rapidly through the ranks 
of the Cabinet to the hottest seat of all. 


Clearly a man of the F.W. de Klerk rather than the P_W 

Botha era, he was not even a deputy Minister under Mr. 
Botha. He leapfrogged into the Cabinet over the heads of 
many deputy Munisters who had been waiting in the 
wings for years. 


Mr. de Klerk put him into the key position of Provincial 
Affairs and Planning in his new Cabinet late in 1989, to 
handle the issues of separate amenities and group areas 
just when these were becoming critical to the negotiating 
process. 


In retrospect, Mr Kyiel seems to have handled the 
problems deftly, easing out segregated facilities and 
group areas with less trauma than one might have 
expected, given the attitude of many whites at the time. 


But at the time, Mr. f.riel’s approach was a little puzzling 
and enigmatic. He conveyed a verligte [enlightened] 
image on the one hand—made more credible by the 
stand he had taken on apartheid issues as a Cape 
provincial counciller—but was also capable of 
expressing some remarkably anachronistic sentiments. 


When the issue of group areas was still very touchy, he 
once remarked to journalists that if blacks wished to 
bargain with the National Party [NP] for the scrapping of 
group areas, they must be prepared to give up something 
dear to their own culture—and mentioned the lodola 
system as an example. 


This sort of approach prompted one political commen- 
tator to observe thai Mr. Kriei, then still a young 
Minister, was still conducting himself like a Nationa! 
Party back-bencher. 


Whether such remarks were the expressions of a few last 
dying gasps of the old thinking in Mr. Kriel, or a 
careiully calculated rearguard action to defend the party 
from the Right as it entered the new era, is not clear. 


Certainly Mr. Kriel also expressed some hearteningly 
liberal sentiments. As it became inevitable that group 
areas were going, he once said he would rather live next 
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to a black man whose life-style was similar to his than a 
white man “who spent all his Sundays repairing his car.” 


His sharp tongue has often been felt in Parliament by the 
opposition, both to the Left and Right of the NP, and it 
1S likely that Mr. de Klerk values this ability in Mr. Kriel. 


Once or twice his sharp tongue has got him into trou- 
ble—like when he said this year that your political 
enemies are not the ones who sit opposite you in Parlia- 
ment, your enemies sit behind you. 


That cryptic comment may have been an allusion to 
resentment which his quick rise has caused 1n the NP, 
especially in the Cape wing of the party. 


His promotion now to one of the most senior positions in 
the Cabinet may well cause more waves in the Cape NP, 
and those in the camp of Cape leader Dr. Dawie de 
Villiers are probably feeling more than a little uncom- 
fortable right now. 


After his successes with group areas and separate amen- 
ities, Mr. Kriel concentrated on the extremely difficult 
problem of squatting, where some of the old ambiva- 
lence about his approach was also felt. 


His announcement this year of so-called ““demolition 
squads” to react rapidly to new occurrences of squatting 
smacked rather ominously of the old era—but again this 
might have been an example of a strategy to placate the 
Right. 


How he handles his new job—the most difficult of al! 
portfolios—will be crucial to the success of Mr. de 
Klerk’s reforms. 


Mr. Kriel will bring to the job the same amiability that 
his predecessor turned into something of a trademark. 
He smiles so much, in fact, that his CP [Conservative 
Party] opponents have nicknamed him “the grinner.” 


But his challenge will be to get tough with the police and 
bring them fully into the new era—while not alienating a 
significant part of Mr. de Klerk’s power base, which he 
cannot afford to lose. 


His legal training 1s at least one obvious asset that he 
takes into the job. 


Despite his suaveness and charm, Mr. Kriel has an 
underlying toughness which Mr. de Klerk is clearly 
relying on to exert greater control of the police force. 


Certainly the circumstances of his appointment have 
ensured that his every move will come under the 
domestic and international microscope. 


Minister: No Discussion of Secret Projects 


MB3107143091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1422 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] Pretoria July 31 SAPA—The minister of finance, 
Mr Barend du Plessis, on Wednesday declined to be 
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drawn on details regarding secret projects of the govern- 
ment. News reports said more than 41 projects were 
being shelved in accordance with the announcenment 
made by President F.W. de Klerk in Pretoria on 
Tuesday. 


Mr du Plessis said on Wednesday at no stage was it the 
intention of the government to make a full disclosure of 
how many special secret projects had been cancelled, or 
were under consideration, or would be continued. “The 
government has already given as much information 
as—in the special circumstances governing covert 
actions—can be deemed necessary for the public to form 
a reasonable understanding of the whole issue,’ said Mr 
du Plessis. ““Based on this information, the public should 
also be able to interpret the steps the government 1s 
taking towards securing minimal expenditure on and 
proper control over the application and management of 
secret funds.” 


Church Council Criticizes De Klerk Response 


MB3107182291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1813 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] Johannesburg July 31 SAPA—The South African 
Council of Churches [SACC] has voiced its dissatisfac- 
tion at President F.W. de Klerk’s response to the reve- 
lations of government’s secret fundings and covert 
actions, and called for a new mechanism to oversee the 
government during negotiations. The SACC, in a state- 
ment to SAPA on Wednesday, said Mr de Klerk’s 
response showed he was still refusing to acknowledge the 
seriousness of the situation the country found itself in. 


Mr de Klerk, in his address to an international news 
conference on Tuesday night, tried to gloss over very 
critical problems and to side-step questions on crucial 
issues, which must be dealt with if the country was to 
overcome its major crisis, the SACC said. “President de 
Klerk did not deal with the fundamental questions 
church leaders called on him to deal with.” 


Church leaders had demanded that the government 
provide full information on all past and on-going covert 
activities. The public had the right to know what the 
government was doing with taxpayers’ money and yet 
the government was ignoring that right, added the 
SACC. “Our people have also the right to know that this 
money is not being used to fund secret projects, which 
involve the harassment and intimidation of opponents 
of apartheid and the oppressed majority in general.” 


Church leaders had said independent auditors and ljaw- 
yers trusted by the major political groupings and the 
religious and business communities should be given 
access to government records pertaining to such activi- 
ties. The SACC called for the total ban on covert actions. 
Church leaders had also called for the resignation or 
dismissal of Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok and 
Defence Minister General Magnus Malan. ‘We are con- 
cerned that, despite their demotion, President de Klerk 
commended their work.’ The SACC further said it was 
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dissappointed that Mr de Klerk denied security force 
involvement in violence, despite affidavits to the con- 
trary submitted in the past by clerics and humanitarian 
groups. 


SOWETAN Publishes Mandela ‘Call To Nation’ 


MB3007125391 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
30 July 91 p 15 


[Full page advertisement on “Nelson Mandela's Call to 
the Nation’; center of page shows a black hand clasping 
a white hand] 


[Text] JOIN HANDS TO SAVE THE PEACE PRO- 
CESS 


Nelson Mandela's Call to the Nation 
The negotiations process is in danger. 


Our country has been thrown into a deep moral crisis by 
the actions of selfish individuals who could not care less 
about its future. 


The truth has come out loud and clear. With it the trust 
built over the past 18 months has come crashing down. 


The moment of decision has arrived, it is either we 
perish together or through our joint actions we save the 
peace process. 


THE PUBLIC DESERVES AN EXPLANATION: 


We were told that the political field had been levelled for 
open and free political activity. But today it has been 
clearly established that the government is using tax- 
payers’ money to support allied parties and organisa- 
tions. 


We were told that the government is doing everything to 
end the violence. But now the involvement of its army in 
the brutal massacres that wave taken place in trains, at 
funeral vigils and beer-halls has been laid bare. 


Government agencies are sabotaging the process of nego- 
tiations. They are bent on drowning the peace process 1n 
blood. Law and order is being undermined precisely by 
those employed to uphold law and order. Foreign mer- 
cenaries are being employed to murder South Africans. 


The government is breaking its own laws and regula- 
tions. 


THE PEACE PROCESS MUST BE SAVED: 


Pursuing partisan political interests on these matters will 
not help the country. South Africa needs movement 
forward. 


The overwhelmingly of South Africans agree that vio- 
lence must end. We want a new South Africa built 
through agreement among its leaders and people. We 
want change to take place with a minimum of bloodshed 
and destruction. Decisive measures are needed to ensure 
this. 
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—Miunisters who bear direct responsibility for these 
crimes must be removed from public office. 


—A multi-party commission of enquiry mu (be set up to 
investigate government involvement in the violence 
and secret funding of political activities. 


—The speical counter-insurgency forces, including those 
of composed of foreign mercenaries must be publicly 
disbanded. 


—Secret funds must be frozen and their usage over the 
years placed under public scrutiny. 


—SADF [South African Defense Force] and police per- 
sonnel who have been identified by past commissions 
as responsible for violence against citizens must be put 
on trial. 


The government must take these measures now if the 
negotiations process is to be saved. The root causes of 
violence and corruption must be dealth with. 


CLEAR THE OBSTACLES: 


The government’s seriousness about peace and reconcil- 
iation can only be measured by its actions to deal with 
the root causes of the problems we face. Dilly-dallying 
and lame excuses will not take the country anywhere. 


The violence must end. All obstacles to negotiations 
must be cleared. Then we can move speedily to an 
All-Party Congress and begin real negotiations in ear- 
nest. 


The current exposures demonstrate quite clearly that De 
Klerk and his ministers cannot be trusted to supervise 
the transition to a democratic South Africa. If the 
political field has to be truly levelled, a multi-party 
Interim Government of national unity should be set up 
to oversee the trans:tion. 


A NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY: 
All of us have role to play 


We call on all responsible South Africans to raise their 
voices against this blatant undermining of peace, law and 
order. The government must be made to feel that it 
cannot subvert society's aspirations for peace and justice 
at will. It must be made to realise that it cannot insult 
people's intelligence by means of pious words and false 
promises. 


We call on all members of the security forces and the 
Civil Service to come out into the open and expose the 
perpetrators of violence and corrupt practices. Such 
honourable and public spirited employees of the govern- 
ment must guarantee that they shall not be prosecuted 
for their noble deeds. 


Let us all join hands and act calmly. That which promotes 
peace and justice should be our prime objective. 


The future of our land depends on what we do today. 
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Let peace, freedom and justice prevail! 


ANC Economics Head Defends Nationalization 


MB3007123191 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 30 July 91 p 4 


{Report by Robert Gentle: “* Nationalisation: “ANC (Afri- 
can National Congress) Will Move By Case’”’} 


[Text] ANC economics head Max Sisulu has defended 
nationalisation as a platform of ANC economic policy 
and said the failure of socialism in Eastern Europe had 
“no value” when applied to SA [South Afnica]. 


In an interview published in the July 5 edition of the 
French financial daily LA TRIBUNE DE L’EXPAN- 
SION, Sisulu said: “(Nationalisation) would mainly con- 
cern public services like roads, water, electricity and 
hospitals. We would look at the rest on a case-by-case 
basis.” 


Sisulu’s remarks go against recent pronouncements by 
ANC leaders indicating a move away from nationalisa- 
tion as a viable alternative to capitalism. 


ANC president Nelson Mandela said in a July 18 inter- 
view with THE STAR that the ANC was not dogmati- 
cally attached to nationalisation or state intervention 
and that it had “perhaps overstressed” these issues in the 
past. 


Sisulu said the failure of socialism in Eastern Europe had 
“no value’ when applied to SA. 


“The fact is that decades of apartheid have brought SA 
biacks nothing but poverty and injustice. We don’t have 
to take any lessons from anyone.” 


Asked how the ANC would finance its economic pro- 
gramme, Sisulu spoke of an initial allocation of bud- 
getary resources in order to unblock funds rapidly. 


He singled out areas like “apartheid administered” edu- 
cation and defence as examples where this would be 
possible. 


The SA economy was in “full decline’, he said, with 
GDP falling at about 2 percent a year in the last few 
years. Unemployment was running at 40 percent while 
7-million blacks were without shelter. 


The ANC believed that the solution to the problems of 
poverty and inequality lay in a redistribution of 
resources, revenues and power, and the restructuring of 
the economy. 


Sisulu dismissed the notion that the informal sector 
could serve as a springboard for economic development, 
calling it a “survival economy” which contributed little 
to GDP. 


Asked whether the SA financial markets should be 
restructured, Sisulu answered: “Absolutely. A reform of 
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the financial markets is necessary so that investment 
goes into economic development, not speculation as 1s 
the case now.” 


Similarly, foreign investments—which had done nothing 
mere than reinforce apartheid—should be regulated, he 
Sa 


While foreign investment was important, it was “insuf- 
ficient” to relaunch the economy. 


Police Chief Denies Role in Train Massacres 


MB2507192691 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1845 GMT 25 Jul 91 


[Text] The commissioner of police, General Johan van 
der Merwe, has denied any involvement on the part of 
security forces in violence against the black community. 
Ina statement in Pretoria, Gen. Van der Merwe 
expressed his disappointment at what he called con- 
tinued and unfounded attacks on these forces. He 
described many stories in the media as sensational and 
based on untested information and rumors. Referring to 
the train massacres. Gen. Van der Merwe said not a 
shred of evidence had been found that any members of 
the defense force were involved. He said that former 
policeman Sergeant Felix Ndimene who made allega- 
tions to this effect, had disappeared. and had failed to 
make himself available to the investigating officer. 


Ciskei Intelligence Chief Under RSA ‘Protection’ 


MB2607174691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1734 GMT 26 Jul 91 


[Text] Umtata July 26 SAPA—The Ciskei’s military 
intelligence chief, who attempted to defect to the rival 
Transkei homeland this week, was due to be collected 
shortly by South African [RSA] authorities, a SAPA 
correspondent reported early Friday evening. And 
according to South Africa’s ambassador in the Transkei, 
Mr Gert Terblanche, the Ciskeian authorities had asked 
for the extradition of Col Gert Hugo. Col Hugo fled to 
the Transke: on Monday, seeking political asylum. 


At his own request the officer held a press conference in 
Umtata on Friday and claimed that a small clique in the 
Ciskei’s Intelligence Service had manipulated Ciskeian 
military leader Brig Oupa Gqozo. On Friday afternoon, 
Transkeian Commissioner of Police Gen N.S. Spambo 
said in a statement that after evaluating the reasons 
given by Col Hugo for seeking asylum, the Transkeian 
authorities had decided to hand him over to the South 
African Embassy at Umtata. 


Mr Terblanche confirmed that Col Hugo was under 
South African protection. “He is with us at present and 
the South African authorities will come and fetch him 
either on Friday night or on Saturday. We are looking 
after his safety,” Mr Terblanche said. Asked whether Col 
Hugo would be in trouble when he returned to South 
Africa, the ambassador said all he knew was that the 
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officer was wanted by the Ciskeian authorities who had 
asked for Col Hugo’s extradition. 


Gives News Conference 


MB2707050291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2316 GMT 26 Jul 91 


[Text] East London July 26 SAPA—Ciskei’s military 
intelligence chief, Colonel Gert Hugo, who fled Ciskei on 
Monday, on Friday told how former SADF [South 
African Defense Force] officers were working inside the 
tiny homeland to bolster the interests of a South African 
Government-led alliance over those of the ANC [African 
National Congress] in constitutional talks. Col Hugo also 
told the news media at a press conference in Umtata that 
he feared for his life. Ciskei has requested his extradi- 
tion. 


The defected military intelligence chief now was under 
South African [SA] Government protection, according to 
Transkei’s South African ambassador, Mr Gert Ter- 
blanche. ‘He is with us at present and the SA authorities 
will come and fetch him either on Friday night or on 
Saturday. We are looking after his safety,” the ambas- 
sador said. 


Col Hugo, a former SADF officer at Group 8, claimed on 
Friday that former SADF officers, banded together in 
the shadowy International Research/Ciskei Intelligence 
Services, were effectively running Ciskei, and were 
responsible for Brigadier Oupa Gqozo’s current anti- 
ANC stance. His revelations confirmed information 
obtained by the DAILY DISPATCH newspaper in East 
London during a two-month investigation into the Inter- 
national Research/Ciskei Intelligence Services [IR/CIS]. 


Col Hugo said on Friday that after IR/CIS was formed, 
“all of a sudden Brig Gqozo was anti-ANC”’. He said the 
unit removed Brig (Gqozo’s political foes and also fabri- 
cated threats to Bng Gqozo’s life, supposedly emanating 
from Transkei and the ANC. This resulted in Brig 
Gqozo’s hostility towards the ANC. 


Further allegations were that the IR/CIS unit was 
building up a strong force, was stockpiling illegally- 
imported weapons and training members in a pro- 
gramme which was completely divorced from normal 
Ciskeian Defence Force [CDF] operations. The weapons 
were allegedly used to get rid of Brig Gqozo’s enemies. 
Ciskei rebels Mr Charles Sebe and Colonel Onward 
Guzana were shot dead by CDF members near Stutter- 
heim. The dead men’s family members and Col Hugo 
claim that the men had been lured from exile and 
ambushed. 


Col Hugo said that after this incident, which Ciske1 
claimed was an alleged coup attempt, another shooting 
incident at | Bisho military base was created on Feb- 
ruary. This incident was aimed at removing the top 
ranks of the CDF to allow IR/CIS to take control of the 
army. The CDF’s head, Brig Andrew Jamangile, lost his 
post as a result. 
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—Brig Gqozo, asked specific questions about the secre- 
tive unit, was quoted as saying that he would not 
jeopardise Ciskei’s security by divulging informztion 
on security staff and their personal particulars. At a 
later press conference, he dismissed Col Hugo as 
someone with personal problems. 


Buthelezi Admits German Funding of Inkatha 


LD2907113491 Berlin Deutschlandsender-Kultur 
Network in German 1000 GMT 29 Jul 91 


[Text] Buthelezi, the chief of the Zulu Inkatha move- 
ment in South Africa denied today that the Konrad 
Adenauer Stuftung directly funded his organization. In 
DIE WELT, however, Buthelezi admitted that money 
had been received through partnership with the fund, 
but 1t was intended only for development projects. The 
Zulu chief rejected the accusation that he is a puppet of 
the white government. His secretary has accepted the 
responsibility for the scanda! about government 
financing. Buthelezi criticized the ANC, accusing it of 
slowing down the discussion of a new constitution. 


15,000 Railway Workers Begin Strike 30 Jul 


MB3107053491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2135 GMT 30 Jul 91 


[Text] Pretoria July 30 SAPA—More than 15,000 South 
African railway workers in the northern Transvaal went 
on strike on Tuesday [30 July] after the recent dismissal 
of 50 workers. 


Branch South African Railway and Harbour Workers’ 
Union [SARHWU] shop stewards on Tuesday presented 
a memorandum of demands to Spoornet’s [rail net] 
regional manager, Mr Wynand Burger. 


SARHWU spokesman Mr Meshack Baloyi said workers 
would continue their strike until they received a positive 
resonse. “If needs be, we will embark on several protest 
actions, including a march.” 


Demands include the reinstatement of dismissed 
workers, including five in Pietersburg and the union's 
first regional white member, Mr Karel Niewoudt,; the 
withdrawal of disciplinary charges against workers on 
strike at Naboomspruit; the resignation of three white 
Spoornet employees; a living wage by the end of August; 
no police harassment of workers; and the reinstatement 
of demoted workers to their previous positions. 


Meanwhile, officials of Spoornet in the northern Trans- 
vaal region on Tuesday afternoon invited the SARHWU 
officials to discuss certain demands presented by 
workers earlier in the day. 


Spoornet Labour Relations Manager Mr Dawie Luttig 
said his organisation sent SARHWU an invitation to the 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday morning to discuss 
demands which sparked off a regional strike. 
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“We are more than prepared to discuss most of the 
points in the demands and we are waiting for a response 
from officials of the union,” Mr Luttig said. 


31 Jul Press Review on Current Issues 
\M1B310712059]1 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


De Klerk Deserves Benefit of Doubt—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 31 July in a page 10 editorial 
says President De Klerk’s televised international media 
conference on the disclosure of secret government 
funding of Inkatha rallies “was not in itself enough to 
wipe our muddied slate clean” but “it was vitally impor- 
tant that he should have dealt with the matter in such a 
dignified, serious and apparently sincere way.” There 
were “disappointing elements.’ He “hinted at the real 
reason for the sidelining of Mr Vlok and General 
Malan—that they had become a liability to him—but in 
the end remained implausibly coy on the issue. More- 
over, he could not bring himself to express regret about 
the Inkatha funding. We have heard the ‘anti-sanctions’ 
argument a thousand times, and still 1t does not ring true. 
Mr de Klerk could without loss of face have conceded 
that it was mistake to fund what was clearly a political 
party—and this would have taken much of the sting out 
of today’s inevitably tough responses from his critics.” 
But “on balance, Mr de Klerk has eased rather than 
exacerbated the situation. His opponents should be 
prepared to give him the benefit of the doubt—to the 
extent of restarting preparatory constitutional talks and 
giving the new Cabinet the chance to prove its integrity.” 


Doves in ‘Strong-Arm’ Posts—A second editorial on the 
same page states: “Whatever political sleight of hand 
may be involved in the Cabinet reshuffle, it does inci- 
dentally reveal one of two things—either the shallowness 
of talent in top National Party ranks, or conversely an 
astonishingly versatility. Consider especially how the 
Minister of Defence, a lifelong military man, can shift 
overnight to Water Affairs and Forestry—and even 
develop an unsuspected sense of humour over the demo- 
tion, quipping ‘I’ve beaten the Reds, now I’m joing the 
Greens’. Note how easily Magnus Malan 1s replaced by 
Roelf Meyer, a young verligte [englightened] who has 
been devoting his energies for the past three years to 
Constitutional Development. Another constitutional 
man, Hernus Kriel, switches without fuss to Adriaan 
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Vlok’s Law and Order portfolio. Yet maybe these strong- 
arm posts do require doves rather than hawks in these 
times.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


De Klerk Acts Decisively, Openly To Restore Integrity— 
“President de Klerk has done what he had to do: he has 
acted quickly, decisively and openly to restore his own 
reputation, the integrity of his administration and the 
credibility of his party as a negotiating partner,’ begins 
the page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 31 July. “He has shown a worried country 
and a sceptical worid that he is in control of secret funds, 
in control of his security forces and in control of govern- 
ment.” “At his news conference last night, President de 
Klerk answered every accusation levelled against his 
administration, frankly and apparently honestly. He has 
announced steps to lessen, limit and control the secret 
funds which gave rise to government's predicament.” 
“Government is setting new, and possibly unfamiliar, 
standards of openness, honesty and accountability. One 
of its tasks, once negotiations start, is to try to ensure 
that these standards are continued in the next constitu- 
tion and by the next government. We have had too many 
secret funds which end up being run for party-political 
purposes and often abused by the military; it would be 
nice to be free of that scourge, once and for all.” 


SOWETAN 


De Klerk Sees Need To Appease Black Population— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN on 31 July in a page 10 
editorial writes that liberation movements would have 
liked to see Adriaan Viok and Magnus Malan dismissed 
from cabinet, while conservative whites would have 
liked to see both men remain in their positions. Instead, 
President De Kierk “settled for demoting the two men 
and still keep them in his cabinet. In this fashion he is 
not going to satisfy any of the political extremes. But this 
has been clever politics.’ He has also used the Inkathgate 
affair “to get rid of further dead wood in his cabinet and 
to fill the posts with men who think more like he does.” 
“He has shown that he ts not willing to be stampeded 
into decisions by his opponents, whether they come from 
the left or the right wing. Most importantly, he has 
shown that he understood that for the first time in its 
existence the National Party had to make a move to 
appease internal black opinion. Many will say he has not 
moved far enough. But that a Nationalist president was 
willing to move at all on an issue like this 1s an illustra- 
tion of how things have changed.” 
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Angola 


POW Timetable Reportedly Not Being Observed 


\1B3107171491 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 31 Jul 91 


{Report from Luanda correspondent Anita Coulson on 
the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Two months after the signing of the Lisbon peace 
accord, today was meant to be the deadline for the 
release of prisoners taken in the course of Angola's 
16-year civil war. In fact, only 10 percent have been 
freed. The 31 July should also have seen the government 
and UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] soldiers contained at their respective 
assembly points ready for demobilization. Once again, 
Angolans are still waiting for it to happen. Anita Coulson 
reports from Luanda on what lies behind the delays: 


{Begin Coulson recording] The setback was predictable. 
To date, it has proved impossible for Angola's MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] gov- 
ernment and UNITA movement to comply with the 
timetable laid down in the peace accords. The body set 
up to guarantee implementation of the peace accords, 
the Joint Political and Military Commission, or JPMC, 
was supposed to have met for the first time on | June but 
neither UNITA nor the Governments of Portugal, 
United States, and the Soviet Union, could send their 
representatives to Luanda until accommodation was 
available. In fact, the JPMC held its first meeting on 17 
June. 


It can be argued that the timetable itself was unrealistic. 
it set | July as the date for the movement of armed men 
into assembly points for demobilization but failed to 
take into account the amount of organization and 
financing required. A total of 350 international 
observers have to be deployed into the Angolan prov- 
inces to form the regional verification groups that will 
monitor this process. The United Nations monitors are 
arriving daily and it is fair to say that [words indistinct] 
contained within the coming weeks. 


Releasing the prisoners of war has similar problems. 
First, the two sides have to meet in the Joint Political 
and Military Commission to exchange the list of pris- 
oners, arrange for Red Cross interviews, and determine 
the [word indistinct] day. They began their releases less 
than two weeks ago and immediately ran into problems 
involving a one-week delay. 


Only 200 of the more than 2,000 recorded prisoners have 
been formally set free and freedom for the remaining 90 
percent is dependent on organizing transport and per- 
haps more importantly deciding who will pay for it. 


Time and money are the two essentials the Angolans 
need to ensure the successful implementation of the 
peace accords. The budget has yet to be approved and 
financial assistance from abroad needs to be negotiated. 
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So, more time will undoubtedly be lost. But both sides 
are prepared for delays and obstacles to arise. They say, 
rightly, that eventually they will make up for lost time 
and the important thing to say about Angola right now is 
that two mon.hs on, the cease-fire has held and peace is 
a fact. [end recording] 


UNITA Official Examines Release of POWs 


MB3107200891 London BBC World Service in English 
1708 GMT 31 Jul 91 


{Telephone Interview with UNITA official Abel Chi- 
vukuvuku in Luanda by correspondent Rashid Maier in 
London; on the “Focus on Africa” program: date not 
given—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] There have been allegations 
that UNITA has been responsible for the delays. On the 
line to Luanda Rashid Maier asked Abel Chivukuvuku, a 
senior UNITA official who sits on the Joint Military and 
Political Commission if that was indeed the case. 


{Begin recording] [Chivukuvuku] That is not the reality. 
The prisoners were already with the Red Cross, meaning 
that they were free. The question was only how to 
transport them to Luanda and then it was for the 
government to put [as heard] the plane to transport 
them. Hopefully, [as heard] it was done last Saturday [27 
July]. We do not see necessarily that as a problem. 


[Maier] Have you actually compiled a list of all the 
political prisoners that you hold? 


{Chivukuvuku] That is a continuing job. The technical 
bodies continue to [words indistinct], getting more infor- 
mation from the Red Cross because there are those 
individuals who are in the prisons of the government 
that were not necessarily in our lists. We are trying to 
really maximize all the technical possiblities so that this 
cannot be a problem for the process of releasing the 
prisoners. 


|Maier] So, just how many prisoners are there still held 
by UNITA? 


{Chivukuvuku] By UNITA, few really; very few really 
because the Red Cross is taking care of them and since at 
the moment they are with the Red Cross, we consider 
them as free. 


[Maier] Now you say very few. Could you put a number 
on that? 


[Chiv akuvuku] I think that I would ask you to address 
the Fed Cross. They are the ones who are with them and 
the: they could explain how many they are. 


[Maier] But you must have some idea of how many 
people we are talking about. Are we talking about 50 
people? Are we talking about 500? 
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{Chivukuvuku] Not about hundreds really. We have not 
sO many prisoners because they have been free. All along, 
they have been talking to the Red Cross since 1980. 


[Maier] Now there has been a lot of optimism about the 
Angolan peace accord. A lot of people have been saying: 
finally we are going to see peace established in Angola. 
Now these kind of delays aren't any grounds for opti- 
mism. Can you say anything that will encourage people 
to believe that Angola is on course for peace? 


{Chivukuvuku] We believe that the Angolan people have 
faith in the agreement. The Angolan people believe in 
this peace process and especially that, though the inter- 
national press has been capitalizing so much in the 
prisoners, we believe that the dimension of the agree- 
ments has so many areas that have been going so well 
that we understand that it is irreversible and we will do 
all we can... [sentence as heard]. We believe that the 
government wants as well to do all it can so that the 
agreements are fully met. 


At this moment we are happy that the monitoring 
mechanisms are working very well. There is no violation 
from either side. We are very happy that in terms of 
planification for the [words indistinct] of the national 
Armed Forces, the planification is well ahead of 
schedule. Then now we are trying to establish the date on 
the electoral calendar. That is the political dimension of 
the agreement [as heard]. Then we, and we believe the 
people of Angola believe that this is this and it came to 
stay. [sentence as heard] [end recording] 


Official Discusses UNITA Stand on POWs 


MB2707104891 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 27 Jul 91 


[Text] The release of National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA]-held prisoners of war 
will formally take place in Jamba today. Government 
representatives and U.S., Soviet, and Portuguese 
observers will attend the ceremony. Meanwhile, at a 
news conference yesterday, Deputy Interior Munister 
Fernando da Piedade dos Santos said that UNITA has 
difficulty controlling its prisoners. Answering a question 
on the government's position about UNITA’s difficulties 
in releasing the prisoners the minister stressed: It is 
necessary that UNITA present its arguments so that we 
may have a clear view of what is actually happening. 


Afterward, the Angolan official talked about discrepan- 
cies in the UNITA lists presented to the government, 
notably the number of prisoners to be released. 


[Begin Dos Santos recording] I think it will be proper if 
we refer to the list of prisoners held by UNITA. There- 
after, I will deal with the other issue. The UNITA list 
presented to the government contains the names of 
1,247 persons, while the government list names 1,239 
persons, a difference of eight. In comparing the two lists, 
the government noted that 257 names match, instead of 
five as UNITA indicated at the news conference. 
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Of course, there are names which do not match, and it !s 
justifiable because if we compare the lists we can easily 
conclude that the government will hand over to UNITA 
more prisoners than UNITA thought were held by gov- 
ernment. Why? Although there is a difference of eight, 
the truth is that the UNITA list includes people who 
have served their sentences and have already been 
released. A case in point, which helps one understand 
this situation better, is that of Lameira. Lameira, the 
coordinator of UNITA’s committee in Luanda, is 
already working for UNITA. He went with us in our first 
trip to Jamba, but his name is still included in UNITA’s 
list of prisoners held by the government. 


UNITA appears very keen on facts, and stresses its 
concern over the fulfillment of technical matters. It has 
also demanded that the government give more details 
about its prisoner list—namely, where and when they 
were captured. Yet, in its list to the government, UNITA 
named 136 persons, giving only first names like Joao, 
Pedro, and Domingos. So, UNITA’s arguments that the 
prisoner release has been hindered by lack of informa- 
tion are groundless. 


UNITA presented to us a list of 372 persons whom it is 
holding. It was, therefore, agreed that on 15 July the 
ICRC would interview UNITA-held prisoners in Jamba. 
So, UNITA should have started by releasing the 372 
prisoners. [end recording] 


National Army To Be Created After Confinement 


MB0108064691 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 1 Aug 91 


[Text] A source in the CCPM [Joint Political and Mili- 
tary Commission] has disclosed that the formation of the 
Angolan national army will begin as soon as FAPLA 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 
and FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 
troops have been confined to the planned areas. That 
source also said that the structures responsible for the 
formation of the Angolan national army have already 
made organizational plans for that purpose. The docu- 
ment defines the aims and functions of the future 
national army, and it must be submitted to the CCPM 
for approval. 


Liberation Front Fields 6,000 Armed Men 


MB3107065491 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] Leopoldo Trovoada, FNLA [Angola National 
Liberation Front] representative in Luanda, has said that 
his organization has control over some 6,000 armed 
men, members of the former FNLA military wing, who 
are now living in the bush in various parts of the country. 


[Begin Trovoaca recording] [Words indistinct] military 
(?functions). Those men are in the bush. They do their 
own farming and survive from that. They may have 
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weapons. | think they do, but they will not use them for 
armed raids. [end recording] 


Botswana 


* Minister Criticizes BNF on Abortion Issue 


9]4F1275B Gahorone DAILY NEWS in English 
23 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Adolph Raboile] 


[Text] The Minister of Health who is also the Member of 
Parliament for Selebi Phikwe, Mr Kebatlamang Morake 
has criticized the opposition Botswana National Front 
[BNF] for misleading the public about the Penal Code 
Amendment Bill which seeks to modify the absolute 
prohibition of abortion in Botswana. 


Addressing a political rally at Urban Police Station 
Freedom Square on Sunday, Mr Morake informed his 
audience that the amendment came as a result of 
increased cases of complications that has claimed 200 
lives of pregnant mothers. 


He said the bill proposes that the Penal Code be 
amended to permit the termination of pregnancy, pro- 
vided it 1s carried out by registered medical practitioners 
in a government hospital or registered approved private 
hospital or clinic and where two medical practitioners 
have given their opinions in writing that the treatment to 
terminate is immediately necessary to save the life of a 
pregnant woman. 


Minister Morake further explained that school children 
would not be allowed to terminate pregnancy so that 
they can continue with their education, unless two doc- 
tors have testified that such pregnancy may cause death 
to the student. 


The minister also explained the proposed amendment in 
relation to cases of rape, defilement or incest, where he 
said the doctor performing the operation must be satis- 
fied by acceptable evidence that the pregnancy was the 
result of such rape, defilement or incest. 


Turning to other issues, Mr Morake told the rally atten- 
dants that the Constitution of Botswana allows every one 
the freedom of speech including the opposition parties. 


He also cautioned the BNF about their alleged threat 
that if all else fail for them to attain power through the 
ballot, they would go to the bush, saying African history 
shows that the rulers who took power by force, are also 
toppled by force. 


On job creation, Mr Morake said the government had 
created many jobs in construction of industries, at the 
mines, hospitals, schools and other institutions and 
questioned the BNF argument that the government was 
not creating jobs for Botswana. He said even these 
initiatives by the government cannot provide everybody 
with employment. 
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Minister Morake also lashed out at BNF councilors in 
Gaborone for going around telling people that the gov- 
ernment had not allocated enough money to the city to 
run its business. 


On worker, demand for 154 percent pay increase, Mr 
Morake said the BNF which said it supported the 
workers in their demand is like a child who does not 
understand the problems facing the country. 


He told the rally that trade unions must follow the right 
channels when pressing for their demands. 


Other speakers at the rally were specially elected 
Member of Parliament, Mr Gaotlhaetse Matlhabaphiri 
and the former Deputy Mayor of Gaborone, Mr Knox 
Kowa. 


They attacked BNF councilors in Gabozone for not 
telling the truth about the council's fai)ure to keep the 
city clean. For his part, Mr Kowa said some of these 
allegations contributed to his departure from the party. 


Mr Matlhabaphiri told residents at New Canada location 
that they should choose between occupying the New 
Naledi houses or being allocated SHHA [expansion not 
given] plots, because their area 1s to be developed. BOPA 


* Average GDP Per Capita Growth 5 Percent 


914F 12754 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English (SADCC supplement) 17 Apr 91 p 21 


[Text] Over the period 1965 to 1986, Botswana recorded 
an annual growth rate of 8.8 percent in real terms, which 
was the highest achieved by any African country, and 
rapid economic growth continued through to 1989. 


The economy grew at the rate of 9 percent in 1987/88, 
compared to 10.1 percent in 1986/87. The real GDP is 
estimated to have grown 13.1 percent in 1988/89 over 
the 1987/88 period. 


Despite a high rate of population growth, averaging 3.5 
percent per annum, GDP [Gross Domestic Product] per 
Capita grew by five percent a year in real terms between 
1983/84 and 1988/89. 


Asa result of the high rate of economic growth, GDP per 
capita doubled during the 1980s. Most of the growth was 
accounted for by an increase of 16.6 percent in the 
output of the mining sector. 


In 1987/88 the mining and quarrying sector accounted 
for 44.6 percent of GDP. By 1988/89, the sector 
accounted for 51 percent of GDP. 


The economy's heavy dependence on the diamond 
industry entails the risk of vulnerability due to fluctua- 
tions in the world market for diamonds, with serious 
repercussions on the economy. 


In recognition of this risk, the government is making 
efforts to diversify the economy through manufacturing. 
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In 1988/89, manufacturing accounted for only five per- 
cent of GDP, having declined from nine percent in 
1981/82. 


The relative decline of the share of manufacturing in 
GDP was largely due to the rapid expansion of the 
mining sector. In addition, the share of manufacturing in 
total output fell short of the planned target of 8.3 percent 
for the period 1981-91. 


The other buoyant sectors were construction and whole- 
sale and retail trade, which grew by 30 percent and 16 
percent respectively. Agriculture recovered dramatically 
from the effects of drought in the first half of the decade, 
reversing the declines of previous years to a growth 
output of 27.3 percent during 1988. 


Export earnings from diamonds, copper-nickel and beef 
were 32 percent higher in U.S. dollar terms in 1989 than 
in 1988. Diamonds alone accounted for U.S. $1.4 bil- 
lion, up from U.S. $1.1 billion the previous year. 


Copper nickel exports remained at about the same level 
as 1988, but exports of beef increased dramatically by 35 
percent. 


Between 1988 and 1989, exports increased from 
P[pula]2,686 million to P3,661 million, an increase of 
36.3 percent, while imports increased from P2,129 mil- 
lion to P2,557 million, an increase of 20.1 percent. 


Along with the effects of other valuation adjustments, 
the balance of visible trade increased from a surplus of 
P881 million in 1988 to P1,513 million in 1989. 


Taking into account trade in services and capital account 
transactions, the overall balance of payments rose from a 
surplus of P697 million in 1988 to P1.164 million in 
1989. 


In the first half of 1989, inflation reached an annual rate 
of 12.5 percent. By the end of 1989, the rate had fallen to 
11.3 percent, largely as a result of the revaluation of the 
Pula by five percent in June of that year. 


A contributory factor was a fall in the rate of inflation in 
South Africa, from whom Botswana imports most of its 
consumer goods. The 1989 inflation rate was slightly 
higher than the 10.4 percent attained in 1988. 


Botswana maintained a high level of employment growth 
in the formal sector during the 1980s, averaging 9.1 
percent a year. In absolute terms, formal sector employ- 
ment increased from 83,400 in 1980 to 182,000 in 1989. 


Despite the impressive growth, it is estimated that 25 
percent of Botswana’s labor force is unemployed. The 
level is projected to rise to 34.9 percent in 1990/91. 


Forecast for the 1989/90 period pointed to a real GDP 
growth rate of 8.7 percent . With a population of 1.3 
million, Botswana was expected to attain a per capita 
GDP of at least U.S. $2,300 which would remain the 
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highest in the SADCC [Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference] region. 


* De Beers, Debswana Renew Diamond Contract 


YJAF1275C Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
20 May 91 p 1 


[Text] The Government of Botswana, De Beers Cente- 
nary AG and Debswana have agreed to renew the 
five-year sales contract under which Debswana’s dia- 
mond production is marketed through the Central 
Selling Organization (CSO). 


According to a press release from the Ministry of Min- 
eral Resources and Water Affairs, this agreement is 
substantially on the same terms and conditions as the 
previous agreement, which took effect from 1985. 


The release states that at the same time the parties have 
agreed to commission a detailed feasibility study for a 33 
percent expansion in the productive capacity of the 
Jwaneng mine, which will be financed by the share- 
holders. 


It was also agreed to incorporate into long-term ore 
reserve of Jwaneng the small neighboring DK7 kimber- 
lite pipe, discovered as a result of prospecting by De 
Beers’ geologists. 


The release further states that last year the government, 
Debswana and De Beers Centenary signed an agreement 
to open a cutting factory at Serowe, supplied with 
diamonds by the CSO which 1s now 1n operation and will 
eventually employ 500 people. 


Botswana is one of the world’s largest producers of gem 
diamonds, which account for more than 60 percent of 
government revenues, more than 70 percent of its for- 
eign exchange and 40 percent of its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). BOPA. 


Comoros 


* President Djohar Assesses 14 Months’ Progress 
YIAFI255A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Jul 91 pp 68-69 


{Interview with President Mohamed Dyohar by Jean-Luc 
Clouard: “Enough Time Lost”; place and date not given; 
first paragraph is JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE intro- 


duction] 


[Text] President Mohamed Djohar seems to fear finan- 
cial and economic troubles more than the intrigues of the 
opposition at home or abroad. 


The president of the Comoros, Mohamed Said Djohar, 
traveled to Paris for a visit of several days, broken by a 
brief stay in Abuja (Nigeria) to attend the summit 
meeting of the Organization of African Unity (OAU). 
Before meeting France’s new minister of cooperation, 
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Edwige Avice, on 7 June and President Mitterrand on 12 
June, he granted the following interview to JEUNE 
AFRIQUE ECONOMIE. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What ts your assess- 
ment of your 14 months in office? 


[Djohar] Since I was elected, the Comoros has been 
familiarizing itself with democracy, but its enactment is 
now being slowed down by an economic reality: the 
problem of state employees. When I took office, we were 
five months in arrears in paying state employees’ sala- 
ries. Slowly, we managed to catch up and are now only 
two months behind in payments. There has been very 
clear progress. 


We must also find a solution to the problem of over- 
staffing in the state’s offices. My predecessor often hired 
personnel unjustifiably, without taking their professional 
worth into account. We have observed that a number of 
them are not equal to the positions they hold. What is 
more serious, the names of certain state employees who 
died many years ago still appear in the budgetary rolls, 
along with others who left the country a long time ago. 
We must put an end to these “schemes.” This situation 
had to be cleaned up. The job 1s well under way. 


But it must be understood that establishing democracy 
requires financial means. Every three months, France 
releases a half-billion Comoran francs in aid to us. A 
disbursement delay has caused turmoil in the state’s 
offices. Strikes were organized. By disbursing the second 
installment of its aid, France would play a decisive role 
in the advancement of democracy. 


That being the case, it should be noted that a round table 
set up to propose constitutional reforms has been 
meeting in Moroni since 17 May. After I opened the 
proceedings, I left the country to make this trip and let it 
be known that I was allowing everyone to work in 
complete freedom. On my return, it will be up to me to 
convince the Assembly to ratify the round-table’s pro- 
posals. In the event of disagreement, I shall arbitrate 
conscientiously. Following the round table, legislative 
elections and an election for the island’s governors and 
council members will be held. At that point, the real 
work can begin. But we have already lost 14 months of 
time. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] But why, indeed, was 
so much time allowed to pass before the round table was 
convened? 


{Djohar] It must be understood that I was not given time 
to do so. The unsuccessful candidates in the 1990 
presidential elections immediately began writing viru- 
lent articles in the newspapers. One of them is still at it 
in Paris, but because his supporters have started to 
desert him, he is beginning to reflect. 


I told them the following: As long as you do not wish to 
recognize my presidency as legitimate, I do not see how 
we are going to be able to work together. They did not 
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give me any peace. They even dared to call in merce- 
naries banned from the Comoros to destabilize the 
country and commit illegal acts. As a man of democracy, 
I cannot forgive that. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Are you saying that 
the round table did not convene until, let us say, so late 
a date because certain candidates in the presidential 
election refused to recognize your legitimacy? 


[Djohar] If they had merely refused verbally.... But they 
incited their supporters to create a system to destabilize 
the country. They did not allow me to work. For six 
months, they sought out Max Vieillard, whose return was 
arranged by an unsuccessful candidate. His supporters 
took him into hiding. A climate of insecurity came over 
the country. In that context, 1t was completely impos- 
sible to contemplate a round-table meeting in calm 
conditions. What happened to Max Vieillard, happened. 
(He was killed in October 1990.) He brought it upon 
himself. He was banned from entering the country. but 
because he is defiant and somewhat rash, he came back 
just the same. Now that he 1s gone, stability has returned 
to the country. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Are you able to 
describe in greater detail the conditions in which Max 
Vieillard returned to the Comoros in June 1990 and the 
conditions under which he died? 


{[Djohar] Justice is following its course in this case. I 
know that some 20 individuals who backed him have 
been arrested. Justice must be allowed to do its work. 
The head of state should not meddle in it. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Let's go back to the 
round table. A number of political parties (Nationai 
Union for Democracy in the Comoros; PASOCO 
{Comoros Socialist Party}; CHUMA [Islands’ Fraternity 
and Unity Party]...) have refused to take part in the 
proceedings. Do you believe their absence might invali- 
date its findings? 


{[Djohar] Not at all. I did everything within my power. 
On several occasions, I met with opposition members. 
Over a penod of months, we had various contacts. Then 
they founded what they called a union of the opposition 
and explained their absence at the round table by saying 
that they lacked trust. However that may be. the people 
will decide on the proposals for constitutional reforms. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Isn’t the social unrest 
of recent months, notably the strikes by state employees, 
a sign of weariness or, at least, impatience to see concrete 
steps taken? 


[Djohar] The people will always have the last word. As I 
see it, the people understand me perfectly well. My tour 
of almost all the villages on the islands made this 
apparent to me. I was welcomed with open arms. Those 
in the opposition continue to try to thwart me but they 
do not amount to much in the eyes of the people. Of that 
I am certain. 


20 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE} In economic matters, 
a structural adjustment plan is being negotiated with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). In recent weeks, 
the impression hes heen that there are difficulties in 
setting it up. 


{[Djohar] The Comoros, you know, need a great deal of 
aid. We were asked to make a number of concessions. 
We are doing what we can, especially with regard to 
employment by the state and in the financial domain. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Is the Comoros Gov- 
ernment ready at this point to accept all of the IMF's 
requirements, notably a reduction of the number of state 
employees? 


{[Djohar] Contrary to what you have said, the IMF has 
not imposed a reduction in the number of state 
employees. We have negotiated and we are agreed on 
this necessity and on a number of other steps to take. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Are you not fearful 
that the population will react negatively when this mea- 
sure 1s announced? 


[Djohar] No. The population’s only true concern 1s the 
slump in sales of our local products: vanilla, cloves, 
perfume essences—primarily ylang-ylang. The clove har- 
vest doubled this year, but we have not found buyers. 


Producers of ylang-ylang who used to be rewarded for 
their labors on a weekly basis are the first to suffer from 
poor sales. There is a grain of hope now, however, since 
the Emirate of Oman decided to set up a small perfume 
factory in the Comoros. In addition, we are in the 
process of looking for solutions to the problem of mar- 
keting ylang-ylang. Contacts have been made with cer- 
tain Arab countries and the situation should stabilize 
within the next two years. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] V/hat are the causes 
of the delay in bringing vanilla to market? 


{[Djohar] When I came to power, the Abdallah govern- 
ment had set a minimum price at which vanilla was 
purchased from producers. I must admit that my min- 
ister of the economy “misled” me to some extent. After 
an abundant harvest, he decided to pay producers 2,500 
Comoran francs for their vanilla. The price was fair to 
producers, but much too high for resale on the interna- 
tional market. We then had to resign ourselves to elim- 
inating export duties. If they had remained in effect, the 
slump in sales would have persisted indefinitely. Indeed, 
we face severe competition from Indonesia: 4,000 metric 
tons a year. Indonesia’s vanilla output is of a lesser 
quality than ours but the buyers compensate for this by 
blending it. But the elimination of export duties caused 
an absolute loss to the Comoros of 600 million Comoran 
francs. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Your minister of 
tourism recently stated that your country wants to make 
up for lost time in that sector of activity, at least in 
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relation to the other Indian Ocean countries. How far 
along are your plans in this area? 


[Dyohar] We are only just starting, but the prospects are 
encouraging. It must not be forgotten that Mauritius 
succeeded in its industrial development effort thanks to 
tourism. Without a doubt, tourism is our future. We are 
a group of small islands, remote and unknown, but I can 
assure you that we have the most beautiful islands in the 
world. Regrettably, we are so small—although that is 
also our charm—that it takes a magnifying glass to find 
us on the map! In order to attract a high-end clientele, we 
have facilitated the creation of a considerable program of 
private investments: 50 billion Comoran francs, five 
times the Comoros’ annual budget. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] More than a year 
after the departure of the mercenaries, the security of the 
Comoros remains a current issue. How far along is the 
effort to ensure security in the Comoros? 


{[Djohar] We entrusted our defense to France, which 
reorganized the Comoran security force, the gendarme- 
rie, and the police. The agreements remain in effect. 
There is no reason to make a change. 


Madagascar 


Ratsiraka Refuses To Step Down for Opposition 


AB3107200091 Paris AFP in Enelish 1642 GMT 
31 Jul 91 


[By Jean-Pierre Campagne] 


[Excerpts] Antananarivo, July 3! (AFP}—The transi- 
tional government formed by Madagascar’s coalition of 
opposition parties resumed its offensive against Presi- 
dent Didier Ratsiraka on Wednesday by peacefully occu- 
pying two more ministries. “We are going to intensify 
the movement until all the ministries are taken,” said 
Albert Zafy, leader of the Hery Velona (Lifeblood Com- 
mittee) and its self-styled “prime minister”. 


About 200,000 demonstrators gathered at May 13 
Square in the city centre, the venue since June 10 for 
almost daily mass rallies. Tens of thousands of them 
marched the four kilometres (two and a half miles) to the 
Tsimbazaza District where the higher education and 
scientific research ministries are located. There were no 
soldiers on guard, despite the state of emergency. Two 
portraits of Admiral Ratsiraka were torn up and set on 
fire to the cheers of the demonstrators. They were 
headed by retired Army General Jean Rakotoharison, 
the front’s designated head of state. Provincial delega- 
tions from Diego Suarez in the north and Fort Dauphin 
in the south unfurled their banners in the ministry 
gardens. “We are asking as always for the departure of 
President Ratsiraka,”’ Mr. Zafy said. [passage omitted] 


None of the ministries, even those held by the Hery 
Velona, are functioning because of a general strike called 
by the opposition. Banks are closed, and roads are 
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clogged with long lines of cars trying to get increasingly 
scarce petrol at service stations. 


Breaking a lengthy silence, the president told interna- 
tional media late Tuesday [30 July] he refused to recog- 
nise the alternative government and that his resignation 
was not an issue. He repeated that message on 
Wednesday when 2,000 supporters from the provinces 
gathered at his official residence at lavoloha, | 5 kilome- 
tres (nine mules) outside the city, chanting “We back 
Didier Ratsirakz torever.” He told them, “I shall not 
give up power for as long as the voters who chose me do 
not ask me to withdraw”. He was referring to the 1989 
presidential poll in which he obtained more than 60 per 
cent of the vote, with the best-placed opposition runner- 
up managing only some 20 per cent. 


Adm. Ratsiraka also reiterated his willingness to hold 
discussions with the opposition if its leaders came out to 
see him at lavoloha. Mr. Zafy agreed a meeting could be 
held. but on neutral ground, not at the presidential 
residence. 


Malawi 


* South Africa Completes Flood Repair Project 


Y1AF1278A Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
23 May Yl pl 


[Article by Grover Mzumara] 


[Text] The South African Government yesterday handed 
over to Malawi drifts constructed by its army personnel 
in the Chiringa disaster area in Mulanje to facilitate 
movement of food and other essential items to the flood 
victims. 


The South Afmcan Ambassador, Mr George Stroebel, 
handed over the project worth one million Kwacha [K], 
to the Regional Administrator (South) Mr Nelson Chuti, 
at a ceremony held at Nambiti in the area of Ta 
Nazombe. 


The ceremony was attended by senior army officers from 
both Malawi and South Africa. 


Construction work which started on April 29, covering « 
distance of 10 kilometers from Nathande stream to 
Nankule stream involved the installation of culverts and 
repair of timber deck bridges. 


Speaking at the handover ceremony, Mr Stroebel said his 
government carried out the rehabilitation work because 
of the long standing relationship existing betwen 
Malawi and South Africa 


South Africa also donated K100,000 to the appeal fund 
immediately after the disaster. 


The ambassador also pledged that his government would 
provide K35,000 to assist in the rehabilitation project. 
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Mr Stroebel paid tribute to His Excellency the Life 
President, Ngwazi Dr H. Kamuzu Banda, for the cordial 
relations existing between the two countnes, saying that 
without this, his government would not have been 
involved in the implementation of the project. 


He thanked the Malawi Army for the warm hospitality 
accorded to the South Afncan defence force personnel 
during the implementation period of the project 


Receiving the project on behalf of the government, Mr 
Chut: described the assistance from the South Afncan 
government as timely which he said has opened the route 
between Phalombe and Nambiti which will enable easy 
transportation of food and other essential items to the 
flood victims. 


He commended officers and men of the South African 
Army for their dedication to the project. 


Mozambique 


Peace Talks To Resume in Rome 1 Aug 


LD3107235691 Lisbon RDP Commercial Radio 
Network in Portuguese 2300 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Excerpt] The Mozambican peace talks have officially 
been set to start today [Thursday, | August] in Rome. 
The end of the two-month deadlock may be connected 
with the Itahan Government's ultimatum given to 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] to return to 
the negotiating table or risk Italy withdrawing as medi- 
ator in the conflict. In Maputo, the government said it 
was not aware of any ultimatum and reiterated its 
willingness to seek peace Nuno Dalmado reports: 


{[Dalmado] The Mozambican foreign minister said he 
did not wish to respond to reports from Portugal 
according to which the Italians would abandon the 
meditation of the Mozambican peace process if positive 
results were not obtained in the future. According to 
Mocumbi, the Mozambican Government has not been 
officially informed by the Italian Government of this 
stance, hence the Italian meditation remains in force and 
plays an important role in the peace process. [passage 
omitted] 


Army Destroys Renamo's Sofala ‘Presidential Base’ 


MBO0108105591 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1035 GMT 1 Aug 91 


[Text] FPLM [Popular Forces for the Liberation of 
Mozambique] special forces killed 11 Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] armed bandits during an 
operation culminating in the destruction of the so-called 
presidential base of Afonso Dhlakama in (Sidigi) area, in 
Tete Province’s Mutarara District. The FPLM forces 
captured an assortment of war materiel that included | 2 
light weapons. The operation was carned out on 15 July 
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and the Mozambique Armed Forces also destroyed 2 
Renamo forward post. The FPLM forces also freed 12 
civilians from armed bandit captivity 


Journalist Says Only 49 People Killed in Lalaua 


MBO0108070391 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1708 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Telephone interview with lain Christie, Radio Mozam- 
bique External Service director in Maputo, by BBC 
correspondent John Mukela in London; on the “Focus 
on Africa™ program; date not given—recorded] 


[Text] In Mozambique last week, the country’s largest 
daily newspaper NOTICIAS reported that Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] rebels had killed 
some !.000 people over a period of three weeks in the 
northern province of Nampula. The newspaper quoted 
local villagers who had fled the massacre as saying that 
many of the victims have been decapitated and their 
heads placed on the shelves of stores. However, the 
official government news agency is now saying that local 
administrators can only confirm 49 deaths. On the line 
to Maputo, John Mukela asked Iain Christie why this 
discrepancy in numbers. 


[Begin recording] [Christie] I think the problem arises 
because the NOTICIAS reporters spoke to peopie just 
over a week ago up in that region. They were speaking to 
ordinary refugees who had run away from Lalaua to 
escape the Renamo occupation and they were panic 
stricken and many of them were separated from their 
familics and just assumed that those brothers, sisters. 
father and mother who were not with them, that they 
must be dead. Now, the government figures that we are 
getting now, the much lower figure of 49 is based on 
estimates coming from local government officials in the 
area who actually know for a fact that those 49 people 
had been killed. 


{Mukela] Now, who is responsible for these deaths? 


[Christie] I don’t think there is any doubt about that. 
Renamo seems to have a big offensive going in Nampula 
Province at the moment. That is where Lalaua District is 
situated. They did attack this small town by the end of 
June and occupied it and they have since been branching 
oul, attacking, and burning down v:llages. So, I don’t 
think there is any doubt that it is Renamo who is 
responsible. 


{Mukela] Why has it taken so long for this information to 
come through? 


[Christie] It is quite a remote area, up in the northern 
part of Nampula and the refugees are running in all 
different directions. So, it is quite difficult to gather 
factual information from lots of small towns, some 50 
miles away in various directions where refugee: are 
arriving. So, it is understandable I think that we prob- 
ably still don’t know the extent of the killings. 
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{Mukela] Where does this take the current peace talks 
between the government and Renamo” 


[Christie] Well, it won't do the peace process any good, 
obviously. But, on the other hand, this kind of thing has 
been going on over the last year since the peace talks 
began in Rome and the government appeared to be ready 
to sit down and talk, despite of these killings in the hope 
that once and for all an end can be put to it. 


{[Mukela] There were reports that, you know, heads had 
been cut off by the people who are aoing the killing and 
bodies were being displayed in shops and so on. How 
true 1s this? 


[Christie] Well, the latest government information that 
we have which, while it contradicts sharply the NOTI- 
CIAS death toll estimates, does in fact back up this story 
about mutilations and people having their heads 
chopped off and the heads being displaced on the shelves 
of shops, and so on. That part has not really been 
disputed by the latest information that we have got. 


{[Mukela] The fact that NOTICIAS, which ts not exactly 
an anti-government newspaper, had the courage to pub- 
lish these killings and these atrocities, does that say 
anything fc: the state of the media in Mozambique now? 


[Christie] Well, I think it does because in the past 
NOTICIAS would not have published a story saying that 
a town had been occupied by Renamo. As far as I can 
recall, it is the first time NOTICIAS has ever done this. 
For the first time, NOTICIAS is using its newfound 
freedom, under the guarantees given to it under the new 
democratic constitution, to say what it thinks 1s the truth 
without getting government confirmation. [end 
recording] 


Zambia 


Malimba Proposes Amendments to Constitution Bill 


MB0108070691 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 
31 Jul 91 


[Text] The Constitution of Zambia Bill came before 
parliament today with Prime Minister General Malimba 
Masheke proposing major amendments for inclusion in 
the Bill. Among the amendments brought forward by the 
government during the committee stage of the bill was 
the inclusion of appointment of cabinet from the House 
instead of (?outside), as suggested earlier. Amendments 
also included the increase of nominated members of 
parliament from the earlier proposed five to eight mem- 
bers. 


The provision for establishment of a constitutional court 
was removed, together with that which empowered the 
president to declare martial law. The declaration of a 
state of emergency: Unlike in the bill which stated that 
the president may at any time by proclamation publish 
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in the Government Gazette the declared state of emer- 
gency, the amendment reads that this could only be done 
in consultation with cabinet. 


The amendment states further that whenever an election 
results in a change of president and the state of emer- 
gency is in force immediately before the new president 
assumes office, the declaration will cease to have effect 
after seven days. 


Kaunda: De Klerk Cabinet Reshuffle ‘Courageous’ 


MBO0108055691 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Text] President Kaunda has commended South African 
President F.W. de Klerk’s action of demoting two of his 
ministers, saying the move would restore a conducive 
atmosphere for talks leading to a just and fair South 
Africa. In a message to President de Klerk, who demoted 
the two ministers following involvement in the Inkatha- 
gate scandal, the president described the move as a 
courageous one that showed determination to march for 
other [words indistinct] in South Africa. And, in a 
separate message sent to [words indistinct] national 
President Walter Sisulu to congratulate his party for 
{words indistinct] to President de Klerk’s move, Dr. 
Kaunda said yesterday's announcement had rekindled 
hope among supporters of South African liberation 
movements. 


Zimbabwe 


* ZUM Petitions High Court on Police Actions 


9IAF 12744 Harare THE WEEKEND GAZETTE 
in English 24 May 91 p 1 


[Text] The High Court in Bulawayo was yesterday 
expected to make a determination on a petition filed last 
month by the opposition party, Zimbabwe Unity Move- 
ment (Zum) seeking a restraining order against the police 
for what the party described as a transgression of the law 
by the authorities denying it the nght to hold its political 
mectings. 


The petition seeking the restraining order against the 
officer commanding Matabeleland, Senior Assistant 
Commissioner Mr Philemon Dingiswayo, as the first 
respondent and the Commissioner of Police Mr Henry 
Mukurazhizha as the second respondent, followed the 
cancellation of the party’s meeting by the police, which 
was to be held in Bulawayo on January 27, 1991. 


Zum is arguing that the police had no right to cancel the 
meeting which was to discuss the party’s views regarding 
the land issue. The meeting, which was to be held at 
Pumula Hall, was cancelled at the last minute because of 
what the police described as insufficient officers avail- 
able on the day of the meeting to control the gathering. 


The party is however, arguing that the reason given by 
the police did not hold water saying there were at least 
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four trucks with mot police at the hall. Furthermore, 
Zum also argues that the meeting was cancelled by the 
police without a written notice. 


At the time, Zum had written a notification letter to the 
police seven days before the scheduled date. The party 1s 
now arguing why the police waited until the last minute 
to cancel the meeting. 


The party 1s also arguing that under the Law and Order 
(Maintenance) Aci, it was not necessary to seek permis- 
sion from the police but merely notifying the authorities 
about the meeting. 


Meanwhile the party claimed this week that the arrest 
and detention of more than 100 of its officials in Gweru 
over the weekend was pre-planned and had nothing to do 
with the legality of a meeting they were attending. 


The party officials in Harare claimed that they had 
sought a court order from the High Court in Bulawayo 
which restrained the police from interfering with its 
meetings. 


Addressing a Press conference in Harare this week, the 
party's national treasurer, Mr Davison Gomo, and the 
director of elections in the steering committee. Dr 
Emmanuel Magoche, said they understood thal some 
216 policemen who arrested them had come trom Bula- 
wayo specifically for that purpose. 


The Whawha prison cells where they were detained are 
also said to have been cleared up the preceding 
Thursday. 


They said that the prison workers informed thm that 
they had been told to clean up the cells in preparation for 
some border jumpers who were to be accommodated 
there. 


The 113 officials of the party had gathered in Gweru on 
Saturday morning for an interprovincial meeting at a 
local hotel! owned by the party's national organizing 
secretary, Mr Patrick Kombayi. 


Dr Magoche said as the delegates were taking their seats 
in the conference room, police arrived and told them 
that their meeting had been cancelled because under the 
Law and Order (Maintenance) Act, it was illegal 


They showed the police a court order from the Bulawayo 
High Court restraining them (police) from interfering 
with Zum meetings, “but a senior police officer, one 
Inspector Gomo (not related to the ZU M's treasurer), 
threw the order back to us”. 


* Urban Councils Urge Action on Housing 


9/AF1274B Harare THE HERALD in English 
25 May 91 p 5 


[Article by Victoria Falls] 


[Text] Delegates to the Urban Councils Association of 
Zimbabwe [UUCAZ] annual conference which ended 
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here yesterday resolved that the Government should 
increase financial assistance to local authorities to 
develop more housing. 


Having learnt that up to 1.2 million people were home- 
less in urban areas countrywide, the delegates noted that 
since local authorities were under central Government 
control and supervision, it remained the Government's 
responsibility to inject more money into housing pro- 
grammes. 


UCAZ president Clr Forbes Magadu, who chaired the 
three-day meeting and whose executive was unani- 
mously returned for another year, later said that local 
authorities were unhappy about the stringent conditions 
required to qualify for the urban housing development 
programme. 


Under the scheme, there was $600 million that could be 
lent to local authorities, but owing to stringent condi- 
tions, only four authorities qualified. 


Some of the requirements were that the books of 
accounts should be up to date and that the local 
authority should demonstrate the ability to repay the 
loan. 


Clr Magadu said of the 23 cities, municipalities and town 
councils in the country, very few had their books up to 
date. 


“The Government should also consider reducing interest 
rates on loans and remove rent controls in line with the 
structural adjustment programme,” he said. 


Another thorny issue was the lack of title deeds for those 
wishing to develop properties. 


The delegates noted that people were not getting sec- 
tional titles of subdivided properties, to be eligible for 
bank loans and bonds using the deeds as collateral. It was 
therefore necessary for the Government to relax laws 
regarding title deeds. 


The delegates also appealed to the Government to “‘com- 
pletely exempt” local authorities from excise duty and 
that they be given more autonomy to run their affairs. 


The conference, which rejected a Ministry Industry and 
Commerce paper presented, also resolved to persuade 
that ministry to give preferential treatment to local 
authorities when allocating foreign currency for projects 
related to community development.—Ziana. 
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* German Development Cooperation Reviewed 


9/AF1272A Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 30 May 91 p 2 


[Text] Germany has become one of Zimbabwe's major 
partners in development cooperation having committed 
at least $1.7 billion since independence. 


With the signing of a government agreement last week, 
for the second phase of a special commodity import 
programme for the construction industry worth $19 
million, the German trade secretary for development 
cooperation, Mr Stephen Ohme, said already about $1.7 
million had been allocated to this country to date. 


The first phase of the programme which was signed last 
year, consisted of about $15.3 million, bringing the total 
for the construction industry to about $34.3 million. 


Mr Ohme said the German cooperation with Zimbabwe 
encompassed a broad range of projects and a large 
number of institutions and instruments. One concern, he 
said, was to help Zimbabwe in the field of rural devel- 
opment. 


Another concern was to sustain the performance 
capacity of the economy in the modern sector and 
provide a basis for its development by means of requisite 
investments. The focus was on agriculture and rural 
development, transport infrastructure, commodity aid, 
telecommunications and prospecting for raw materials, 
he said. 


These areas of emphasis were in line with the develop- 
ment priorities of this country and its current needs, 
especially in technical cooperation. 


“Emphasis will be put into structural adjustment efforts 
to boost the opening up of the Zimbabwean economy,” 
he said. 


Citing the importance of financial and technical cooper- 
ation, Mr Ohme said, up to 1990 about $861 million was 
committed as part of financial cooperation. Technical 
assistance only was about $234.6 million. 


He said in future technical cooperation would concen- 
trate On promoting key areas such as rural and agricul- 
tural development and the improvement of the educa- 
tional system. The emphasis to be placed on vocational 
training and technical education would be geared to 
present and potential employment prospects. 


For the rural community, already about $23.8 million 
had been earmarked under the transport sector pro- 
gramme. “We are trying to help the transport sector and 
this might be the first step in the right direction,” he said. 


Mr Ohme said the programme of providing transport to 
the rural community, would involve the National 
Farmers Association of Zimbabwe and district councils. 
The provision of tractors was also possible. 
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Ghana 


Joint Commission With PRC Begins 2d Session 


AB2807093591 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 25 Jul 91 


|Excerpts] The second session of the Ghana-China joint 
commission for cooperation opened in Accra this 
morning. The deputy secretary for foreign affairs, Dr. 
Mohamed ibn Chambas, told the meeting that it 1s only 
through fruitful cooperation that the two countries can 
become credible partners in the international economic 
arena. For the rest of the story, Tina Seoda: 


[Seoda] The two sides will discuss ongoing and new 
projects, some of these are the National Theater, the 
construction of bicycle tires and inner tubes factory, the 
establishment of an organic fertilizer plant, wood pro- 
cessing factory, and a teaching hospital to train per- 
sonnel to administer herbal medicine. Dr. Mohamed 1bn 
Chambas, who heads the Ghana side for the three-day 
session, said the meeting will fashion out fruitful and 
meaningful programs of cooperation to achieve the pur- 
pose of agreements reached by the two sides. He said 
some of the projects undertaken with Chinese assistance 
have given meaning to relations between the two coun- 
tries. [passage omitted] 


The leader of the nine-member Chinese delegation, Mr. 
Wang Wendong, said since the first session of the com- 
mission in 1989, the two sides have signed about 14 
contracts to the tune of over $7 million. Mr. Wang, who 
is also vice minister for foreign economic relations and 
trade, said since last year, about $17 million has been 
involved in barter trade between the two countries. 


* Rawlings Warns Extremists, Anarchists 
YIAF 12774 Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English S Jun 91 pp 1, 3 


{Article by Joe Bradford Nyinah and Joe Okyere] 


[Excerpt] The Leader of the Revolution, Chairman Jerry 
John Rawlings, said yesterday that the government has a 
duty to protect Ghanaians from the careless and irre- 
sponsible adventures of political extremists and power- 
hungry politicians. 


He pointed out that most Ghanaian families have had to 
struggle for the little they now have 


He explained that constructive criticism in an open 
society 1S not the same as the attempts being made to 
incite violence and provoke disturbances to destabilize 
national unity, peace and stability. 


Chairman Rawlings was addressing members of the 
security services and revolutionary organs at E!l-Wak 
Stadium in Accra after a route march to mark the 12th 
Anniversary of the June 4 Uprising. 
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Fit-Lt Ralwings made it clear that there 1s a heavy price 
to be paid if violence is the way by which some people 
wish to pursue their political agenda. 


Such people, the Chairman cautioned, ““must look else- 
where for another theatre of operation because they will 
not be allowed to disturb the peace of mind Ghanaians 
have been enjoying over the years.” 


He said it is the passionate desire of the government to 
ensure that the programme of democratic reforms leads 
to the creation of an open society in which pluralism of 
ideas will be harnessed for national development. 


Chairman Rawlings explained that it 1s in furtherance of 
this that the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
Council] has announced measures to intensify the dem- 
ocralic process and guarantee the country a peaceful 
transition to constitutional rule. 


The PNDC Chairman therefore, expressed regret that 
some individuals and groups want to advocate a violent 
road to the country’s political future. 


“Such anarchists and confusionists sometimes pretend 
to speak in the name of democracy yet their activities 
betray them as the real enemies of democracy,” he 
stressed. 


He said when the 3lst December Revolution was 
launched, there were some of those anarchists, extrem- 
ists and confusionists among the leadership. 


“With time and as the revolution matured, their slogans 
and cliches and lunatic ideas became .-relevant. They 
had to leave because we refused to condone their 
attempts to introduce anarchy in the name of revolution 
into this country”, he explained. 


Many of such anarchists and confusionists, he said, are 
re-appearing this time dressed in a new cloak as demo- 
crats because they find it convenient to do so. 


The Chairman noted that these anarchists have teamed 
up with others with their political ambitions but who 
have contributed nothing or sacrificed anything towar’ . 
the modest achievements made in the past nine years. 


“Such people have nothing to lose by forcing this country 
aloig the path of violence”, he stressed. 


The leader of the Revolution reminded Ghanaians that 
the June 4 Uprising and the 31st December Revolution, 
linked together, have created conditions in which the 
majority of Ghanaians can look forward to the future 
with hope. [passage omitted] 


* BBC Accused of Extremist Action Sponsorship 
Y91AF1277B Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 10 Jun 91 p § 


[Article by Kofi Amponsa] 
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{ Text] In recent weeks, much concern has been expressed 
over the activities of some persons best described as 
political anarchists and extremists to provoke scenes of 
violence in the country. 


But by now it must be clear to those persons involved 
that the masses will not countenance the evil plots they 
have hatched to disturb the peace of mind of Ghanaians. 
The statement by Chairman Rawlings on the occasion of 
the 12th Anniversary of the June 4 Uprising that there 1s 
a heavy price to be paid for violence, indeed summed up 
the views of all well meaning Ghanaians that there must 
be a peaceful and orderly transition to constitutional 
rule. 


The government has truly shown maturity and tolerance 
in the handling of the few incidents master-minded by 
the political anarchists and extremists and calculated to 
spark off looting and other forms of terrorist activities. It 
is hoped that those political extremists and anarchists 
would by now have realized their folly and will behave 
themselves in a responsible manner. 


It is also about time the BBC put a stop to its sponsorship 
of the activities of political anarchists and extremists. 
After all, the kinds of atrocious plots they have harbored 
are no different from the terrorists activities of the Irish 
Republic Army (IRA), and if the BBC deems it fit not to 
broadcast statements by the IRA inciting violence, then 
they are bound by the same good sense to desist from 
using the facilities of the BBC to sponsor Ghanaian 
terrorists parading as democrats. 


In the past weeks, one particular BBC presenter by name 
Robin Whyte has master-minded attempts to present all 
kinds of shady characters domiciled in Britain and 
elsewhere as champions of democracy in Ghana. It 1s 
necessary to remind that presenter and his collaborators 
that they cannot create democrats out of villains and 
impose them on us. 


Today, the BBC, in furtherance of its campaign of hate 
against the PNDC [Provisional National Defcase 
Council], and for that matter the revolution, has made it 
a policy to broadcast just any material at all, be it a 
fabrication or rumor. One strategy in their campaign of 
hate is also to exaggerate. Thus for instance a demon- 
stration by a group of about 60 students against the 
country’s constitutional programme is gleefully reported 
by the BBC as a massive demonstration and so on and so 
forth. 


What the BBC must realize at the end of the day is that 
political terrorism deserves harsh punishment as the 
authorities in Britain have demonstrated in the case of 
the IRA. The BBC must not allow itself to be so blatantly 
misused by political anarchists and confusionists. 


It 1s important at this stage to remind all concerned that 
each and every Ghanaian, high or low loves democracy 
and wishes for a constitution that will guarantee in 
concrete terms, Our common democratic aspirations. 
The path to the realization of these goals will be peaceful 


FBIS-AFR-91-148 
1 August 1991 


because Ghanaians are politically matured. After all, we 
were the first independent African country south of the 
Sahara. 


*This was first broadcast by GBC as news commentary 
on Thursday, June 5, 1991. 


* Official Rebuts MFJ Political Prisoners List 
YIAFI277C Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 12 Jun 91 pp 1, 8-9 


[Text] Nana Akuoko Sarpong, Secretary for Interior, has 
described as “a mixture of cleverly concocted les and 
half truths” a list of so-called political prisoners being 
circulated by some persons to give the wrong impression 
that the PNDC [Provisional National Defense Council] 
had imprisoned innocent citizens. 


Speaking to Ghana News Agency in Accra yesterday, 
Nana Akuoko Sarpong said when his attention was 
drawn to the list compiled by what he described as a 
group of persons operating under the name of a Move- 
ment for Freedom and Justice (MFJ), and circulated to 
the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) among 
others, he took his time and checked the records of all 
prisons in the country. 


Nana Akuoko Sarpong said at least six persons who were 
named as political prisoners have long since been 
released after thorough investigations have proved them 
innocent of allegations levelled against them. 


These include Major W.W. Binka who is presently 
serving in the Middle East, and Lt D. K. Amedo, 
indicated on the so-called list as Lt D. K. Ameko who has 
been promoted to the rank of Captain and 1s currently on 
military duty in Lebanon. 


The rest of those who have been released long ago 
include L/Cpl. Winfred Koranteng, L/Cpl. Samuel 
Amponsah-Dadzie, Nana Yaw Boakye and Seth Oware. 


The Secretary for Interior said that some 28 out of the 
so-called political prisoners are being held on purely 
criminal charges, including drug offenses, kidnapping 
and fraud. 


These include Osei Yaw Akoto alias Alhaji: Abdulai who 
was arrested in connection with the suspected importa- 
tion of 16 kilos of heroin that accompanied his luggage 
when he arrived at Kotoka International Airport from 
Bombay and Moda Alebade, alias Moda ©. Olabade, 
who was involved in exportation of drugs with one Stella 
Patti Michelle who was arrested in Moscow and sen- 
tenced for carrying cocaine. 


Also included in the list of so-called political prisoners 
are Christian Akatasi who 1s suspected to be behind the 
kidnapping of Ghanaians to Togo, Francis Blavo who 
duped a Togolese of an amount of 25 million CFA 
[African Financial Community] [francs], Benjamin 
Kwaku Tetefio, a suspected confidence trickster and a 
fraud who collected monies from relatives of suspects 
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with a promise to influence the conduct of their cases 
and Abu Da Costa, Kwaku Apeatu Twumasi, and Joseph 
Boadei Attafuah who are awaiting trial for stealing large 
quantities of commodities donated to the people of 
Ghana by the World Food Programme. 


Nana Akuoko Sarpong said that some military personnel 
are also being held for infringing the military code and 
for subversion. He said that these cases were being 
handled by the military authorities. 


They include Eric Osei Yaw and William Ose: who were 
involved in indiscriminate shooting in Kumasi, Ebenezer 
Kotey, who has been involved in a narcotic case, and L/Cpl. 
Kwadwo Owusu Mensah who was arrested by his unit for 
possessing unauthorized ammunition. Also included are 
Cpl. Charles Bong-Yinzuoo, Constable Emmanuel Ose, and 
Cpl. Samson Osei all of Sunyani who are charged with the 
extortion of 600 pounds from a traveller at a border in 
Brong Ahafo and who have been granted bail to appear 
before a Public Tribunal on June 12. 


Nana Akuoko Sarpong said the only military personnel 
who have been held in custody since 1988 are persons 
who testified as witnesses during trial to their participa- 
tion in coup plots for which other participants have been 
punished, and said on those persons no decision has 
been reached about putting them on trial or releasing 
them. 


Nana Akuoko Sarpong revealed that the government 
invited officials from Amnesty International in April 
and gave them opportunities to ascertain for themselves 
the truth or otherwise in the allegations about the exist- 
ence of so-called political prisoners. 


He said during the visit 1t became clear that the organi- 
zation had also been fed with fictitious names. 


* National Service Law To Be Strongly Enforced 


91AF1277E Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 8 Jun 91 p 8 


[Text] The National Service Secretariat (NSS) will be 
ruthless in enforcing the law against national service 
evaders as from 1991-92 service year, Mr Peter Kpor- 
dugbe, the Director of National Service said at Tarkwa 
on Thursday. 


He said under Act 426 of 1980, a prospective service 
personnel who evades national service is liable to a 
five-year imprisonment or a fine or to both. 


Mr Kpordugbe was addressing the final year students of 
the University of Science and Technology (UST) School 
of Mines at Tarkwa as part of a one-day orientation 
course organized by the Wassa-West District Secretariat 
of the NSS to prepare the students for the 1991-92 
national service. 
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He said in addition the NSS has devised a machinery to 
deal with prospective service personnel who evade ser- 
vice by travelling outside the country after the comple- 
tion of their courses. 


Mr Kpordugbe said the NSS has since 1982, created 
extensive public awareness on national service as a 
national obligation for all those who have completed 
their courses of study. 


Mr Kpordugbe reiterated that the national service 
scheme is not only meant to serve broad national goals 
but also to supply skilled manpower to help accelerate 
socio-economic development of rural areas. 


He warned that NSS Secretariat will not entertain any 
complaints or problems from service personnel because 
the secretariat has competent district and regional coor- 
dinators to handle those issues. —GNA 


* New Law Sets Ship Registration Conditions 
YIAFI277G Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 25 May 91 p 9 


[Text] The PNDC has passed a new shipping law, 
Merchant Shipping Amendment Law, 1991, which spec- 
ifies among others the conditions for the registration of 
ships as Ghanaian ships. 


The Merchant Shipping Amendment Law, 1991 PNDC 
Law 248 states that ‘‘a ship shall not be a Ghanaian ship 
unless it is owned wholly by a person who is a citizen of 
Ghana.” 


Under the law, a ship registered as Ghanaian “shall be 
wholly owned by a body corporate estabiished under the 
Companies Code, 1963 (Act 179), and having its prin- 
cipal place of business in Ghana.” 


A ship owned by a Ghanaian statutory corporation shall 
also be registered as a Ghanaian ship. 


The law also specifies conditions which shall apply to a 
ship subject to a “bareboat charter”. 


The law said the bareboat charter shall have complete 
possession and control of the ship, including the right to 
appoint the master and crew of the ship for the duration 
of the lease. 


A “bareboat charter” means a contract for the lease of a 
ship, for a stipulated period of time, by virtue of which 
the lease has complete possession and control of the ship, 
including the right to appoint the master and crew of the 
ship, for the duration of the lease. 


It said the crew other than officers of the ship shall be of 
Ghanaian nationality and at least 75 percent of the 
shipboard officers, including the captain, the chief 
officers and chief engineers shall be of Ghanaian nation- 
ality. —GNA. 
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* Cocoa, Coffee, Sheanuts Prices Increased 


9]AF1277F Accra PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 8 Jun 91 p 9 


[Text] The government has announced increases in the 
producer prices of cocoa, coffee and sheanut. 


A release issued and signed by Mr O.K. Aninakwah, 
Chief Executive of the Ghana Cocoa Board said the 
producer price of cocoa has been increased from 
C[{cedis]224,000 to C251,200 per tonne. 


The release further said the new price for a bag of cocoa 
is C15,700 while a load of 30 kilos is C7,536. 


The new guaranteed producer price for a tonne of 
unhulled coffee, the release said is now C1 38,000 while a 
tonne of sheanut will now sell at C36,000. 


The release stated that the government has approved the 
privatization of local purchasing and export of coffee 
and sheanut. 


Interested organizations and individuals are therefore 
requested to register with COCOBOD [Ghana Cocoa 
Board] to enable them participate in the purchasing and 
export of coffee and sheanut. 


The release advised that the prices for coffee and sheanut 
are the minimum guaranteed prices and that farmers can 
obtain high prices from buyers. 


Ivory Coast 


Houphouet-Boigny on ‘Rumors’ of Foiled Coup 


AB3107211091 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1930 GMT 31 Jul 91 


[Excerpts] As we said at the start of this newscast, the 
head of state, President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, left 
Abidjan this afternoon for Cotonou, Benin. The head of 
state, who was invited by President Nicephore Soglo, 
will attend the celebration of the 3lst anniversary of 
Benin’s Independence Day. On the line to Cotonou, our 
special reporter Bernard Ake reports: 


{Begin recording] [Ake] Tomorrow, | August, Benin will 
mark the 31st anniversary of its independence. [passage 
omitted] The people of Benin wanted to celebrate this 
31st anniversary with their closest friends and brothers. 
This explains the presence of President Houphouet- 
Boigny in the Beninese capital this afternoon. His exec- 
utive Grumman jet landed at Cotonou Airport at 1645. 


The Beninese people very much appreciate the presence 
of the Ivorian head of state. They see in his presence a 
sign of sympathy and honor toward Benin, toward the 
Beninese people and their leader, President Nicephore 
Soglo, who personally welcomed his illustrious guest. At 
the VIP Hall was also the Burkinabe leader, Captain 
Blaise Compaore, whose plane landed shortly before that 
of President Houphouet-Boigny. 
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Speaking to the press, the Ivorian head of state expressed 
his happiness at being in Benin. [passage omitted] Our 
Beninese colleagues wanted to learn more about the 
rumors of a foiled coup d'etat in Ivory Coast. Here is 
President Houphouet-Boigny’s answer: 


{Houphouet-Boigny] It was a matter between the soldiers 
themselves. It is not the duty of the state of Ivory Coast 
to know anything about this unrest. We are at peace, and 
I said that in Ivory Coast—and this applies to all African 
countries—everything is possibic. All . unges are pos- 
sible on condition that they take place in a climate of 
order and peace, peace in justice and peace in brother- 
liness. | am also happy to be in Benin. 


There is nothing. Let the media write what they want. 
You cannot prevent them from wishing us the worst. But 
what the Ivorian people want—and this also applies to 
all people that love peace and freedom—is that we do 
everything humanly possible so that our respective coun- 
tries... [changes thought] Today I am here with two 
member states of the Ente: e Council so that we can 
continue our march for the happiness of all, a happiness 
shared by all of us. This is our dearest wish. Nobody can 
prevent us from attaining this goal. People can retard our 
development, but they cannot stop it. Our countries will 
develop. Our countries will also progress, in peace and 
dignity. 


[Ake] Several personalities have already arrived in the 
Beninese capital for this 31st anniversary celebration, 
including a delegation from France led by Mrs. Edwige 
Avice, minister of cooperation and development. [pas- 
Sage omitted] [end recording] 


Senegal 


* Saudi Bonus to Gulf Force Raises Questions 


9]4F 12324 Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
16 May 91 p 4 


[Article by Ibrahima Fall: “500 Million Paid to ‘Diam- 
bars’”’] 


[Text] Since Friday, 22 March 1991, 93 Senegalese, new 
soldiers of fortune, who set off to reestablish law and 
justice, have been at rest for eternity in the desert sands 
of Al Nariyah. This was a cruel fate for the determined 
men who volunteered for an escapade they hardly 
expected to prove so tragic. Less than two months after 
this catastrophe, which took on the aspect of a national 
tragedy, the famous ““Diambars” are being talked about 
again. Not to recall their feats of arms or to celebrate 
their posthumous glory, but because of the discontent 
that has settled upon those who escaped. They are 
apparently unhappy because they did not receive mate- 
rial and financial recompense commensurate with their 
“sacrifices.” 


Our WAL FADJRI (No. 261 dated 10 May 1991) 
colleagues were quite right to raise this issue, common as 
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it is for money matters to take on a deleterious slant in a 
society experiencing profound crisis, in which the 
“money God” becomes the standard criterion for all of 
social life. Venality has come to take the place of virtue. 


When they left their native land on 15 August 1990 to 
participate in the reestablishment of the historic legiti- 
macy of Kuwait and to defend Saudi Arabia against the 
potential Iraqi threat, the 495 soldiers in the Senegalese 
contingent knew that they were not bound for any 
pleasure excursion, even though their primary mission, 
the defense of the Safanyah strategic oil zone, was 
essentially a defensive one. They also expected to profit 
from this unusual assignment not only to gain experience 
and to increase their operational competence within the 
context of an unprecedented technological war, but 
also—why conceal it?—to reestablish their financial 
health. The countries that had appealed to them for help 
were hardly impoverished, and it was the accepted thing 
to believe that they would not be forgotten in the great 
generosity of these oil monarchies, which were wealthy 
but were also experiencing unspeakable anguish about 
the survival of their elitist, clannish, and familial systems 
of renewal. 


This money issue 1s at present at the heart of the 
concerns of the political and military authorities who 
had been accorded considerable international credit 
after Senegal made the decision to send a contingent to 
defend international law. Today, an embittered officer of 
high rank comments that “the entire moral prestige of 
Senegal has been destroyed.” As professional soldiers 
who enlisted voluntarily following a screening process 
subsequent to a strict exercise in which the principal 
criteria were professionalism and experience, the mem- 
bers of the contingent received their normal wages, paid 
out of the national budget, during their mission. Their 
pay was therefore in no way based on the wages of the 
Saudi soldiers, contrary to the claim made by the weekly 
JEUNE AFRIQUE, which stated categorically and 
without evidence that a “noncommissioned officer who 
earned 120,000 CFA [African Financial Community] 
francs in his own country was thus paid at least 500,000 
CFA francs by the Saudis. As to the commissioned 
officers, who were paid 300,000 CFA francs, for 
example, in Senegal (more than the ministers...) (sic), 
they have been paid the equivalent of 1.5 million CFA 
trancs by Saudi Arabia in strong currency for the past six 
months.” (See JEUNE AFRIQUE No. 1575, 6-12 March 
1991.) Not only were the soldiers not paid by Saudi 
Arabia in the field, but in addition, almost all of them 
had their wages paid in Senegal for the support of their 
families. For their incidental expenses, they had a daily 
operational allowance (IJO) of about 1,000 CFA francs, 
for officers, and 700 CFA francs, for the rank and file, 
paid entirely out of Senegalese budget funds. 


It is true that throughout its stay in the Gulf area, the 
Senegalese contingent, which was under Saudi opera- 
tional control, was fully covered by the Saudi Arabian 


WEST AFRICA 29 


logistics and food plans, although, as a high-ranking 
officer explained, “we nonetheless brought part our own 
equipment with us.” 


As an indication of their gratitude, the Saudi authorities, 
acting through the prince, Sultan bin ‘Abd al-’Aziz Al 
Sa’ud, the minister of defense and inspector general of 
the Wahab: Kingdom, awarded the Senegalese soldiers a 
special premium. According to reports we have con- 
firmed, this premium came to a total of 500 million CFA 
francs. A high-ranking military officer implicitly con- 
firmed this information with the statement that “each 
soldier, whatever his rank, will receive a million CFA 
francs. On an exceptional basis, we decided not to 
differentiate among the ranks.” The money has been 
available for about a month. To prevent any manipula- 
tion or difficulty related in particular to the single nature 
of the public treasury fund, which is already precarious 
enough, the authorities at the Ministry of Armed Forces 
deposited the money in a commercial bank. Why was it 
not distributed immediately, thus avoiding the expres- 
sions of displeasure and discontent by the rightful 
owners? It seems that “prudence” and “vigilance” were 
the prevailing watchwords. 


Having learned from experience in the Gambian cam- 
paign (to put Dawda Jawara back in power), when the 
transfers of inheritances were challenged (officially, 
there were about 50 Senegalese soldiers killed), by the 
natural children who were not acknowledged in the 
inheritance certificates, in particular, the political and 
military authorities wanted, according to one high- 
ranking military officer, “to surround themselves with 
every safeguard before making payment.” The officials 
also wanted to take advantage of the 40 days of leave 
granted the contingent to carry out the routine checks, 
and to organize meetings of the soldiers on leave in the 
various regions of the country. 


While the situation of the ““Diambars” who came back 
safe and sound could be settled without any problems as 
of yesterday, Wednesday, 15 May 1991, the same will 
not be the case for who have disappeared from Ras- 
Meeshab as a result of the problems related to the 
transfers of inheritances. The military authorities state 
categorically that “payments will be made solely on the 
basis of the inheritance certificates issued by the courts. 
There will be no exceptions.” 


Concerning the “laughable” aspects some may see in the 
special Saudi premium, as compared to that which the 
soldiers in the United Nations contingents were paid, 
military sources explain “that in this connection, no 
serious comparison can be made insofar as in this 
instance a state is making payments on the basis of its 
own criteria, while for the United Nations contingents, 
the decision is up to the international organization, 
which also has its own norms.” And also, officers high in 
the military hierarchy find it an unhealthy thing to focus 
on the financial fate of the ““Diambars” while “nothing 1s 
being said about the soldiers who died in the River 
Valley and in Casamance. They too have rights.” It 1s 
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true that compared to the ostentatious glow of Saudi 
Arabia, the River and Casamance cut a poor figure. 


Togo 


Eyadema Accused of Setting Up ‘Death Camp’ 


AB3107161591 Paris AFP in English 1519 GMT 
31] Jul 91 


[Text] Lome, July 31 (AFP)}—Togo’s military ruler 
Gnassingbe Eyadema came under fire for human rights 
abuses at the latest session of a national conference on 
the country’s future, attended here by 1,000 delegates. 
The general, in power for 24 years, was accused of setting 
up a “death camp” at Kazaboua, in the north, 400 
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kilometres (240 miles) from the capital in 1983, where 
people were tortured and killed. 


The accusation came from Ama Gnassingbe, who said 
there had also been “public murders” in the president's 
home village Pya, also in the north. The bodies of 
victims were hanged from helicopters and thrown to wild 
animals, he said. The delegate said that in !976 he 
witnessed the stoning to death in the village, in the 
president's presence, of Alpha Wissi, a road mender who 
had spent four years in jail charged with the death of 
Gen. Eyadema’s father during the French colonial 
period. The conference proceedings are being broadcast 
live on radio and television. The forum has declared 
itself empowered to set up a government and a transi- 
tional legislative body and to set a timetable for general 
elections. 
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